﻿Chapter 1


Applejack stood before her glorious farm, two baskets holstered to her side as she set out to collect some apples for the day.


When she was younger she had tried to deny that being a farmer was in her blood. But her heart had always been in this farm and that is where it would always stay.


She loved nothing more than her farm and family.


They were country ponies, they lived to watch their land grow and thrive.


But every now and then she just liked to have a relaxing work day, picking the apples at a calm pace and to spend the evening just looking after her home, her heart.


She bucked one of the trees lightly and collected the few apples that fell. Sometimes nothing was better than a lazy day of work.


"Heya Applejack!"


She looked up in hearing that loud cheerful voice and saw Rainbow Dash hovering above her, her blue wings gusting out wind in easy pants.


"Well good evening Rainbow Dash, what brings you round here this time of day?"


"Just gotta warn everypony about the upcoming storm, we're making sure everypony gets inside."


"Jeeze, really?" Applejack said disappointed, "But I gotta pick all the loose apples off today or else they'll be completely blown off."


"Look Applejack," Rainbow Dash said hesitantly looking at the dark clouds in the distance "You have probably an hour, an hour and a half tops to get these apples down, but you better hurry."


"Thanks," Applejack said with a smile but sighed "I guess this'll have to be a hectic work day after all."


Rainbow Dash saluted her before flying off and Applejack blew out annoyed getting her wit about her and hurried on faster in her work.


The work was tedious and hard, but worth it all the same. She was down half the acre when she felt some damp pats of rain on her back and frowned annoyed.


"Oh no!" she said hasty "It can't be time already!"


She knew Rainbow Dash said it would be a big storm, but she couldn't stand seeing so many apples going to waste! She hurried on her way, bucking more loose apples off the trees.


Rainbow Dash stood on her cloud a little worried. The storm had started, but knowing Applejack, if she hadn't picked all those apples yet than she wouldn't stop, even in this rain.


She couldn't let her friend get throttled by the wind and rain, she had to help.


She nodded her head hard and began her unsteady flight back to the farm, the wind gushing on her sides and pulling her back. She must be crazy.


Applejack was soaking wet from the down pour. Branches were falling everywhere, one hitting her back and she yelped in pain.


"Stupid damn wind! But I can't lose any harvest!"


"Applejack!"


She looked up fast seeing Rainbow Dash flying toward her, the wind pushing her this way and that fiercely but she landed beside the injured Applejack with heavy exhausted panting.


"How did I know that you wouldn't listen to my warning!"


"Well stop complaining, I just picked the last loose apple!"


"You're a stupid apple!"


"HUH!" Applejack said in anger. The two jumped as lightning struck behind them.


"You better get inside, Rainbow Dash! Come on!" Applejack yelled and directed her to her house, Rainbowdash nodding, the two running low to avoid getting hit by lightning.


They reached the house and Applejack slammed the door closed with a hard buck, the two panting as water dripped off them and splashed to the ground.


"Jeeze Rainbow Dash, why did you Pegasus arrange such a fierce storm?" Applejack asked flabbergasted.


"We have to clear out all this storage of water in the air so we arranged one night to do it."


"Well I don't think you can go back out into that storm," Applejack said worried looking through the window to the gusting wind and rain outside.


"Hey, it's better for me in here than there… though I'm not too fond of inside houses."


"What's that supposed to mean?"


"Nothing…" Rainbow Dash said, not really feeling like getting into a row and looked around the farmhouse slowly saying confused.


"So where's the rest of your family?"


"They went to visit cousin Jefferson down the valley."


"So it's just you tonight?"


"Why do you think I was the only one picking apples?"


"I don't know, stubbornness,"


"Righto… enough outta you."


Rainbow Dash smirked friendly, and sat down at the table.


"So what do you do for fun?"


"I don't know, play games, you?"


"Oh you know me, always racing against the wind, my wings need extra exercise to keep me in tip top shape."


"Someone's a little proud." Applejack said teasingly "Maybe that there should've been your element."


Rainbow Dash stuck her tongue out in response, Applejack grinning.


These two always had a small banter about them, Applejack felt out of all her friends, she seemed to always empathise the most with Rainbowdash. The two never had that much alone time together so she only really knew the outside of her friend… but even with that she felt like she really knew the blue Pegasus.


"Whatcha thinking?" Applejack aspired to know and Rainbow Dash looked at her confused.


"Why you wanna know?"


"I don't know… I've always I suppose just wanted to know what goes on inside that thick skull of yours?"


"Look, is this going to be some kind of bonding experience?"


"Got a problem with that?" Applejack asked blankly. Rainbowdash blinked surprised. Applejack always had a tricky way about her, and she usually did manage to get her way with persistence.


"Alright," Rainbow Dash said grinning "I was just thinking about how much fun it would be swooping through the air in this storm… though I know it would be dangerous."


"You really love speed don't you?" Applejack asked slowly, and Rainbow Dash nodded.


"It's what I was born with, in my blood… I know that sounds stupid."


"No it ain't." Applejack said smiling and sat down beside her "Farming's in my blood, couldn't live without it."


"But if you had to give up farming for something, if your happiness depended on it, what would it be?"


"Are we playing truth or dare now?" Applejack questioned smiling, Rainbow Dash shrugged, "Well I wouldn't give up farming for anything."


"Not even to save your family?"


"Well yeah, of course then." Applejack said in an obvious voice.


"Do you ever get annoyed," Rainbow Dash said nervously, and Applejack looked at her confused.


"About what?"


"Living with your family still?"


Applejack didn't see that coming. She smiled kindly.


"No Rainbow Dash, I love my family, I love this farm, I was born to stay here forever."


"But what if you met a handsome stallion?" Rainbow Dash countered.


"And what's that got to do with anything?"


"Well, what if he wanted you to move away to somewhere far far away?"


"Wouldn't do it."


"But what if you loved him…?"


Applejack was silent then… she never really had been in love before… to be honest, she wouldn't know what she'd do. But she didn't have to admit that to Rainbow Dash.


"Look if a handsome stallion comes into my life, then who knows what I'd do. But it ain't gonna happen at this moment."


"What? Falling in love or meeting a stallion?"


"Both… I've got too much work to fall in love."


"Yeah, me too." Rainbow Dash said absentmindedly "I mean, love is all around us, but we don't even generally give the blokes in our town a second look."


"Yep, that's it sister."


Rainbow Dash giggled, looking at Applejack with a small smile that lingered longer than a normal one and Applejack looked off nervous.


"Well anyway," she said a little shy for once, "How about you help me make dinner."


"Well what do you usually have?"


"Apples."


"Wow, exotic," Rainbow Dash said plainly.


"Oh come on, we also got cider?"


"Cider!" Rainbow Dash said in ecstasy and jumped up in the air in joy, "Well let's get eating!"


Applejack laid out the apple treats on the table, Apple casserole being the main with apple pie being the desert.


Rainbow Dash's mouth salivated with lust as Applejack poured two points of cider and Rainbow Dash swallowed it down eagerly in two gulps.


"Wow thirsty."


"Are you kidding? Your family makes the best cider in all of EQUESTIA!" Rainbow Dash said in glee and gave a small bubbly burp, Applejack giggling but also a little taken back from the praise.


"Thank Rainbow Dash, it's nice to get your stamp of approval."


"Why do I not often give it?" the Pegasus asked confused and Applejack shook her head softly, "Really?"


"Well, you don't hide it well when your disappointed I'll tell you that much."


"Oh sorry," Rainbow Dash said nervously.


"Don't be, one thing with you is that you always show your emotions on your shoulder."


"I didn't realise that I was so transparent."


"That's a good thing, take it as a praise."


"I guess…" Rainbow Dash said with a small unsure smile. She didn't know why it mattered to her, but she suddenly worried about how Applejack saw her.


Applejack was always honest, which was something Rainbow Dash really admired about her, but she wondered if Applejack liked anything specifically about her or worse… disliked something.


"Hey Applejack, what do you think of me?"


"Why, I think you're a good friend with a strong heart."


"Be honest."


"But I am?"


"No about my bad points… I know I come off as a little obnoxious sometimes."


"Okay…" Applejack said honestly "Sometimes you do think you're a bit all that."


"Really?"


"And… sometimes, if something ain't cool you automatically label it as not worth your time."


That really hurt.


"Look I'm making you sad!" Applejack said in grief, "Say something about me, for Pony sake!"


"Well… you can be awfully stubborn."


"I can?"


"You haven't notice?"


"I think you're mistaking stubbornness for not giving in to what I think is wrong."


"No you're pretty stubborn. You wouldn't even go in when the storm started."


"Oh…. Yeah."


"But you are the nicest pony I know, I even think you are nicer- and don't tell her I said this- nicer than Fluttershy."


"Really? Why…?"


"Well you always tell the truth, whereas Fluttershy might lie just to be nice."


"You know, you have some qualities I admire too, Rainbowdash."


"Like what?"


"Like your unwavering bravery, your pure loyalty, how you stick by your friends."


"Really?" Raindbow Dash said shyly, a smile going up her lips and her heart than beat hard… as if a realisation had suddenly dawned on her. She had never thought Applejack saw her that way, and she admired that pony so much… she never admired anyone unless they were famous or fast… but Applejack had always gotten her admiration simply for being her.


And the way her heart was fluttering now while she looked at the orange pony, it made her nervous… so nervous she almost wanted to escape.


"You okay there Rainbow Dash?"


"Me, oh yeah… but you know, I think that storm i-is settling, I should leave."


"What? But it's like a hurricane out there!"


"Look, it's probably not that bad."


Just as she said that a giant bolt of lightning struck outside, flickering on and off the lights and Applejack looked at her stubbornly saying plain and simply,


"You're staying."


Rainbow Dash's smile sunk in nervousness… she really did want to spend the night with Applejack… but she felt so shy around her old friend… and especially now, after all that Applejack had said… she didn't know how to feel… cos' this feeling was really strange.


"Well come on," Applejack said as they finished the desert and the dishes were piled on the counter "Time to clear up this mess."


"Right on," Rainbow Dash said and got up beside her, Applejack turning on the tap and water pouring into the sink.


The two smiled and joked as they did the dishes before it grew dark and Rainbow Dash asked in a nervous smile.


"So where am I sleeping?"


Applejack looking at her confused, replying unsure.


"Applebloom's room?"


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Chapter 2


"Goodnight Rainbow Dash!" Applejack called as she switched off the hallway light and headed to her own bed. She had led the nervous pegasus to her little sister's room, something unnerving the blue pony greatly but she couldn't figure what.


Rainbow Dash had just suddenly gone withdrawn a little while they were eating dinner and she couldn't guess why… but somehow, that nervous feeling had passed on to her and she didn't know how to act really around her friend, so just put on her good hospitality.


Rainbow Dash lay in Applebloom's bed with her eyes wide awake as a million thoughts ran through her head. For some reason she couldn't get what Applejack had said about her out of her head… what was worse… she couldn't get Applejack out of her head.


Applejack, that courageous pony… the only one that would call her bluff, and somehow she knew that horse had picked up on her change in attitude.


She wanted to just go home to the clouds… she guessed she was an air head. Rainbow Dash smirked at the joke she told herself and snuggled into the blankets. She was sure that everything would just be fine in the morning.


A giant bolt of lightning struck suddenly outside the house and the two ponies jumped in their beds, Applejack galloping to her window seeing a tree had been struck and had fallen to the ground.


"Rainbow Dash?"


Rainbow Dash's eyes widened as she heard that call from away and peeped back nervous "Yeah?"


"You alright?"


"Yeah, I'm fine!" she said with a fake smile that no one could see.


Another lightning bolt jolted down nearly hitting the house and Rainbow Dash jumped terrified, running out to the hall to turn on the light but the power had gone out.


She blinked silently as she saw Applejack standing across the hall, a look of terror also in her eyes and the orange pony said scared.


"You okay?"


"Oh yeah… it's just a bit of electricity." Dash said putting on a fake brave face before the hall lit up with a bolt outside the window and the two suddenly found each other hugging one another tight.


The two realized quickly what they were doing, and let go nervous, Rainbow Dash laughing with an off voice and Applejack said scared.


"Maybe you should sleep with me tonight."


"What…?" she said suddenly afraid of that idea but as another bolt hit she nodded her head fast saying "Good plan."


The two went into Applejack's bed silently, Rainbow Dash hugging her blanket worried as she looked outside the window to the gusting rain and turned around, seeing Applejack was shivering… probably with fear.


"You okay Applejack?" she asked quietly.


Applejack turned to her and nodded, "Yeah, this wind will be over soon enough."


"I didn't expect the storm to be this bad."


"I know… we lost an apple tree." she muttered a little saddened.


"Man, that sucks,"


"At least we haven't lost the house, that's all that matters."


Rainbow Dash nodded slowly. Applejack's green eyes looking slightly mystical in the dark. She stared at them silently… Applejack staring back into her eyes, before it felt a little too long for comfort and Rainbow Dash turned on her back, laughing nervously.


"Do you think your family will be okay?"


"Wait, is the storm spreading to out west?" Applejack said suddenly worried, and Rainbow Dash turned to her quickly saying fast,


"Oh no no… just trying to make small talk."


"You don't need to do that with me Rainbow, we're like sisters."


"Right…" Dash said… but didn't like that word, they were good friends, but sisters just felt… not the way to put how she felt.


She saw Applejack as something more than a sister, but didn't know what.


"Sisters? We're not that close are we?" she joked nervous.


"Well all my bffs are like sisters to me, I see you girls as my family."


"Yeah…"


"What's wrong?" Applejack said worried, picking up an air of sadness from the blue pony.


"Oh nothing," Rainbow Dash lied.


"Come on, spit it out." Applejack said.


"No, it's fine." Rainbow Dash said quietly and felt Applejack's hooves suddenly tickling her.


"I'm gonna get it out of you Rainbow Dash, it's not good to keep things in."


"H-hey!" she laughed going frantic on the bed "S-seriously! HA HA! It's nothing!"


"You swear?"


"Yes! Ha ha! Please stop!"


"Fine, you win this round," Applejack said defeated and Rainbow Dash smiled at her with a spark in her eyes… Applejack almost feeling it back, but the orange pony just looked off… whatever she was feeling, just wasn't possible.


"If you want to know…" Rainbow Dash said quietly, looking at the orange pony who was still looking away, "I was just thinking, well, me and you are closer than sisters."


Applejack blinked her eyes slowly, looking at Rainbow's ruby eyes quietly and said,


"…really?"


"Yeah… like we get each other." Rainbow Dash said slowly, but seeing Applejack's confused eyes quickly muttered "Don't… you think?"


"Of course…" Applejack said nervous, looking into Rainbow's eyes, the life that was in them, the spirit of the pegasus and she said afraid, "Well then, what are we?"


"I… don't know." Dash said quietly… what had she got herself into? She wanted to tell Applejack something deep, something which she felt but didn't know how to say.


She looked into those green earthy eyes afraid, before slowly moving her face towards Applejack's, the orange pony's eyes dimming as their mouths nervously touched.


What was this… that Applejack felt suddenly with this strange gesture, before pulling away in a gasp… she had just touched Rainbow Dash's lips with her own, and she saw the blue Pegasus looking at her nervous.


"Good night, Rainbow Dash." Applejack said nervous, but couldn't draw her eyes away from hers and the blue pony nodded slowly,


"Goodnight."


The two closed their eyes, both seeming afraid of what they had done, but Rainbow Dash opened one of her eyes, just looking at her friend… before closing it again.


Why did Applejack have to act like that to her… but what other way could the orange pony had reacted?


It took a good half hour before Rainbow Dash felt herself drifting off to sleep.


XXXXXX


And when she woke up she saw that Applejack's side of the bed was empty.


"Applejack?" she said confused and got out of bed quietly, walking out confused to the kitchen seeing the orange pony chewing softly on an apple as she looked outside the window with sad eyes.


"Hey,"


She turned seeing Dash at the door and smiled nervous replying fast,


"Oh hey," finishing her apple and walking over to her, "How was your sleep?"


"It was good," Dash said fast, laughing nervous before looking at the orange pony and saying slowly "Do you remember anything happening last night?"


Applejack shut her eyes hard, she had hoped that Rainbow Dash wouldn't have bought that up but now that she had she couldn't lie.


"Yeah… I do,"


"I guess we were both scared huh?" Rainbow Dash laughed afraid.


"Were we?"


She looked at Applejack surprised and shook her head weakly,


"I guess we weren't… were we?"


"Look I don't know exactly what happened last night between us Rainbow," Applejack said bluntly and the blue Pegasus looked at her worried, "But… it felt… like it was okay."


Rainbow Dash blinked her eyes surprised, looking at Applejack with a small smile,


"Really?"


"Yeah… Rainbow… I think, I don't know how I see you."


"I don't know how I see you either…but yesterday you were saying all these things about me, and did you mean it?"


"Of course, I don't lie."


"I know… silly question," Dash laughed and looked into Applejack's eyes with a small smile.


Applejack gazed back into hers slowly.


"Do you, want to hang out today…?" Rainbow asked nervously.


"Sure," Applejack said smiling and Rainbow Dash beamed back, "But I have work to do before anything."


"Man, you really work everyday, huh?" Rainbow Dash said kidding and Applejack chuckled nodding her head to the window which Dash turned towards,


"Well when a storm comes and destroys nearly half an acre, there does need to be some clearing up."


"It really destroyed all that…?" she asked quietly looking outside the window to the torn down trees and branches that stretched down the field and she looked at Applejack with a smile saying "Let me help."


"Really?" Applejack said surprised, "Well… thanks,"


The two smiled at each other, their eyes wanting to linger on the others longer but they both broke it off after a couple of seconds and they headed outside, getting ready to start the work.


Rainbow Dash flew through the fields, sweeping the branches into a pile where Applejack threw them into a kart, getting ready to pull them away and the pegasus flew down beside her, smiling largely as she watched her friend hard at work.


"You must have some stamina," she said eagerly, picking up the little branches that Applejack passed and dropped them in the kart as a helping hand.


"Well generally my brother does the work round here, but the family won't be home till this afternoon."


"What you gonna do with these branches?"


"Probably store them for winter," Applejack said knowledgeable and smiled at Rainbow Dash as she flew beside her.


The two reached the barn and unloaded the branches, Dash getting a branch and spanking Applejack's behind, the pony jumping shocked a little and looked at her with a grin.


"What's gotten into you?"


"You need to work harder, Applejack… you need to feel the burn in your thighs."


"Excuse me?" Applejack said confused and Rainbow Dash just giggled, landing beside her.


"I'm just messing with you,"


"Yeah…" Applejack said slowly, Dash getting scared that she offended her before Applejack said with a grin, "I know."


She suddenly grabbed Rainbow Dash in a head lock, rustling up her rainbow mane and Rainbow Dash laughed, tackling her to the ground, the two wrestling each other, Dash pinning Applejack down.


The two panted exhausted before Rainbow Dash realized what she was doing and looked nervously into her hostage's green eyes.


She felt so alive around her, so herself, so free and she licked Applejack's cheek softly, Applejack looking at her quietly.


"What was that…?"


"I don't know…" Rainbow Dash said shyly, but suddenly felt Applejack's lips on her own, the two doing something that felt so foreign but so right.


Rainbow Dash kissed her back, they lips slipping between each other softly, their mouths so warm… a feeling so hot fluttering through their chests.


The two jumped suddenly as they heard a creak, and Rainbow Dash sprung off Applejack into the air as Big Macintosh opened up the barn door, a confused face coming across his own as he saw his sister on the ground and said lost.


"Applejack?"


"Er, Big Macintosh, I-I fell!"


Big Mac looked at her confused before turning his head up to see Rainbowdash floating above her with a big blushing face on.


"Rainbow Dash?"


"Oh HEY, Big Mac!" she said nervously "I was just helping Applejack collect twigs."


"Yup," Big Macintosh said, still a little lost, "Got to help Applebloom and Grandma Smith," he said slowly and turned to leave, but looked back at his sister saying "Coming?"


"Er, sure, yup, of course!" Applejack said nervously and followed her brother, her head hanging to the ground.


"I guess you best get going, Rainbow," she said looking quietly up to her friend and Rainbow Dash felt like her heart was close to breaking as she said nervous,


"Yeah, sure… see you later, Applejack," she said quietly and left, flying off into the sky but gazed back down at the farm, seeing Applejack following her brother with her head hung low.


Applejack looked slowly up at the sky, seeing the blue pegasus in the distance hovering in the air. What was wrong with them both… why were they acting this unnatural way towards each other?


They were meant to be just friends… but the way they were acting, it felt so much more than that. Why did big Mac have to walk in on them… and did he see anything?


"What were you and Rainbow Dash doing, sis?" Big Macintosh asked slowly as they reached the house.


"Nothing, Big Mac…" Applejack lied and her heart stung with that, "Nothing."


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Chapter 3


"I'm such a fool!" Rainbow Dash yelled at herself angrily as she zoomed through the sky. Just wanting to be alone, wanting to kill herself for what was almost seen.


"Oh smart move Rainbow Dash!" she said angry "Now all of Equestria will think you like Applejack!"


She stopped mid-air when she realized what she said and hovered there thinking… but I do like Applejack.


She felt it was wrong even thinking those words so out in the open, but she couldn't deny that incredible feeling she got when Applejack had kissed her.


Applejack… had kissed… HER!


She wasn't one to gloat… well yeah actually she was, but God if anyone did find out what happened, the amount of teasing and ridicule she'd get would be unbelievable.


Did Big Mac see anything? She hoped to pony sake he didn't. But when Applejack said she 'best be going'… it was like a knife through her heart.


But Applejack must like her… they had kissed- TWICE, and Applejack hadn't pulled away the second time.


"So much thinking!" Rainbow Dash yelled to herself, grabbing her head from the thoughts… but smiled slowly as she whispered to herself in glee "she kissed me back…"


"Who kissed you?"


"Gah!" she yelped as she saw Derpy flying beside her with a confused look on her face, "No one!" she said quickly.


"Oh! Alright Rainbow dash!" Derpy said with a goofy assured face "Wasn't the STORM last night AWFUL?"


"Tell me about it," Rainbow Dash said quietly, "It destroyed some of Apple farm."


"Oh! Okay! See ya Rainbow Dash!" Derpy said loudly with a wave and flew off, the blue pegasus looking confused as she watched that grey one leave.


"There's something seriously wrong with that pony…" Dash muttered to herself before flying on… but it wasn't soon later that the worries began to regroup and possess her mind.


XXXXX


Applejack was silent as she did her work for the day, an ashamed look painted on her face. She couldn't believe that Big Mac had walked in on them… she couldn't believe anything.


And she still couldn't believe that Rainbow Dash, after only one night… had awakened so much uncertainty in her.


But her heart still longed for some reason… to see that blue pegasus fly her way.


"What's wrong Applejack?" Applebloom asked confused as Applejack returned back to the barn with a cart full of apples.


"Nothin' sis, why you ask?"


"Oh… I don't know, just seems you're a bit down that's all."


"No…" she lied with a strained face "Don't worry about me, I just had a bad sleep last night, that's all."


"Okay… could you take me into town later?" Applebloom asked daringly and Applejack looked at her confused.


"Why? What you need?"


"Oh nothing sis, I'm just meeting up with Sweetiebell and Scootaloo, we're going to-"


"Try find your cutie marks…" Applejack said knowing where this was going, "Sure Applebloom, let's get heading."


XXXXX


They reached the town not soon after, but Applejack had remained reasonably quiet throughout the trip.


"Go on and find your friends," she said to her little sis, a bit dampened "I'm going to go visit Twilight."


"THANKS!" Applebloom squeaked cheerily "Yo girls! Where are you?"


Applejack wandered over to the library tree house quietly and knocked on the door.


"Come in!"


She smiled weakly as she entered and saw Twilight reading away, but the purple unicorn looked up quickly from her book and smiled saying fast,


"Hello Applejack, what a pleasure to see you."


"Hey Twilight" the orange pony replied a bit beat.


"Would you like some tea and cake?"


"Thanks, but I'm not really hungry, a glass of water will do just fine."


Twilight smiled warmly as her horn glowed and a glass of water landed on the table, Applejack coming over quietly and took a sip.


"So what's on your mind? What brings you to town today?"


"Oh, Applebloom wanted to meet up with her friends that's all… but I need your advice."


"Sure, happy to help."


"My… cousin," Applejack said slowly, wincing a bit with the lie "has a problem."


"What is it?"


"Well… he kissed…" she began slowly "one of his friends, and now he doesn't know what to do…"


"Right… well have they talked about this?"


"I don't think so."


"Well, if his friend allowed him to kiss her, I'd guess she likes him too."


Applejack had a feeling Twilight would think it was between a stallion and a mare.


"What if his friend… was of the same sex?"


Twilight froze for a second… before going quiet and looked at Applejack confused.


"Two stallions?"


"Yeah…"


"That is… odd."


"Is it really?" Applejack said worried.


"Well, a special pony for another pony, generally needs to be able to have a future with each other… two stallions… its likely to not end well."


"What if they were two mares?"


"Two mares…?" Twilight said a little suspicious and Applejack looked around nervous, "I'd say it's pretty much the same fate."


"So there's no point for him… to even try to talk about it… just to pretend it never happened?"


"That's what I'd say would be best… Applejack."


"Yeah?" she said quietly.


"Thanks for telling me this… but I would be careful who I ask for advice around here… maybe you should tell your cousin not to tell anypony else."


"Right." Applejack said ashamed… fearing that Twilight was seeing straight through the fake story.


She sipped some more of the water before turning to leave "Thanks Twilight… for the drink and all."


"Not a problem Applejack, are you sure you don't want to stay longer?"


"No, it's fine… I best be going."


As Applejack walked outside the house she took a deep sigh… she had to just ignore this feeling. It was nothing but a silly feeling… yet it pained her that it was so… stupid.


She should have known she wouldn't be able to have any sort of future with Rainbow Dash… two mares couldn't be anything. It was just a stupid kiss, a stupid night and that's all.


She walked over to where Applebloom and her two friends were laughing and said quietly,


"Applebloom, I'm gonna head on home now… you'll be able to find your way back fine?"


"What? Why!" Applebloom said sadly.


"I just need to tend the farm."


"Fine… you sure you're okay, sis?"


"Yep, just a bad sleep last night, that's all."


"Rarity says she always has a bad sleep when I stay over," Sweetiebelle said out of nowhere and Applejack smiled weakly saying.


"That's nice Sweetiebelle."


"It is?" the white unicorn said confused and the two little fillies beside her just shrugged their shoulders confused.


Applejack wandered off from that, reaching the farm a while later and just saw a hill… smiling sadly as she headed up to it and sat down under an apple tree quietly.


"Why'd this have to happen?" she said to herself and sighed, looking up to the sky… a part of her afraid Rainbow dash would fly by… but a part of her wishing she would.


She closed her eyes slowly, resting them, before hearing a voice say slowly.


"Applejack?"


She would recognize that voice from anywhere and slowly opened her eyes… seeing Rainbow dash hovering above her, her wings flapping slowly as she was about to land but Applejack said fast.


"Don't."


"What's wrong…?" she asked confused.


"You being here…"Applejack said sad "that's what wrong."


"I need to see you." Rainbow dash said nervous and Applejack just got up, starting to leave "PLEASE DON'T GO!"


Applejack hated hearing that cry of desperation and turned around quietly.


"What is it?"


"Are we not even going to talk anymore?"


"About what?"


"About what happened…"


"Nothin' happened." Applejack said hard.


"But we kissed…?"


"NO, you kissed me."


"Not the second time…?"


"Well what do you want me to say?" Applejack said harshly walking over to Rainbow Dash still in the air, "I was just doing what you wanted me too."


"That's not true…"


"Isn't it?" Applejack said angry "I don't lie."


"But…"


"Look… I need to tend the farm…" Applejack said quietly and began to walk away but Rainbow dash lowered her eyebrows angry and flew in front of her.


"You kissed me because you wanted to! You said what happened last night was alright! Why are you making all these lies and excuses! I thought we were friends!"


"We…" Applejack said nervously, the pain of all the lying getting to her and she sighed, a tear dropping from her eye "we are…"


"Then what's wrong…?"


She wanted to tell her it could never work… that them being happy together was just a fantasy… but as she looked into the confused pink eyes… she knew that couldn't be the truth.


And she had already lied enough today.


"Rainbow dash… I… I-I'm sorry…" she said in tears, "I did kiss you… and it felt… amazing, but if anyone found out."


"No one is going to find out ," Rainbow Dash said quietly, landing beside Applejack with a shy smile "All I've been thinking today since I left the farm is how great I felt when I saw you… how GORGEOUS you are… we don't have to suddenly be like a couple or anything… I don't want that. I… I just want to be around you…"


"Really…?" Applejack said slowly looking at Rainbow Dash with a smile of her own… "So we'll just hang… no strings attached."


"Applejack…" Rainbow Dash said nervously "I just want to be around you… that's it…"


Applejack could feel herself blushing slightly… she didn't know if this was flattery or not… but she wanted to be around Rainbow Dash too… as friends.


They weren't together, but they could still be literally together…


"Okay…" Applejack said and felt Rainbow Dash's hooves suddenly around her shoulders as the Pegasus gave her a hug. Applejack hugged her back shyly and as Rainbow Dash pulled unwillingly away she felt her nose touch Applejack's barely… the two looking into each others eyes nervously.


"Well what do you want to do…?" Rainbow dash asked Applejack quietly… and Applejack grinned… the thought coming to her mind.


"Well, I still have some chores to do… but if you can show me something better to do with my time, I'm all ears."


"How about we just run?" Rainbow dash asked with a grin of her own, "Just run until we're all out of air?"


"Where to?" Applejack asked smiling slowly.


"Through the fields and further than that."


"You're on girl," she said and just as Rainbow Dash was about to rise into the air, Applejack pulled her down and said with a mean gleam "But no wings…"


"How did I know you'd say that?" Dash said grinning and suddenly zoomed ahead of her, Applejack following with a happy nay as the two ran with all their speed through Apple acres, until they reached the large opened fields and ran through them laughing.


They ran and ran and ran some more… they hooves getting tired but their hearts aflame with excitement, until Applejack finally fell on the soft grass panting, Rainbow Dash coming down and resting beside her, the two panting as they looked into each others eyes so full of life.


Rainbow Dash tried her luck and actually lay right down beside Applejack, cushioning into her and staring at the panting pony with a small smile.


Dash's body was so warm from the race, but having her lay beside her, Applejack felt the closeness.


The blue Pegasus wanted to rest her head on Applejack's neck… but settled for just gazing into her eyes…


There felt restrictions in what they had let themselves have… and Rainbow Dash… being a forceful type of pony moved her face closer to Applejack's… their noses nearly touching.


"Rainbow D-"


"Yes?" the blue pegasus interrupted slowly, just looking at Applejack's warm lips and Applejack only smiled, hugging Rainbow Dash close, letting the warmness fill her… and the incredible feeling in her chest last a little longer.


As long as no one could see them… they could be together in this way… as friends.


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Chapter 4


Applejack eventually went back to her schedule of work for the day, but that didn't mean that Rainbow Dash left. The blue pegasus flew above her, helping out in any way she could and it didn't even feel like work, being with Applejack.


She had lied a little about what she wanted from the earth pony. She had told her all she wanted was to be around her, but only came up with that excuse so Applejack wouldn't say no to them being together. Sure it was a bit sneaky, but what other choice did she have? Applejack had gone quite sullen about everything that happened and she didn't want things to return to normal, not after everything.


But even as the days went by, things didn't seem to move forward. They didn't get any closer since that race to the fields, and even though they had kissed twice in the beginning, it seemed Applejack was avoiding it, which worried Dash a good bit. She wanted to be close to this pony, closer than she had ever been with anypony else. She knew deep down, Applejack must want the same thing.


It was two weeks after the terrible storm, the ponies all meeting up for a picnic in the park, and no one seemed to notice that for some reason Applejack and Rainbow Dash seemed to show up together a lot more than normal. They all sat talking, chatting and the likes before Pinkie mentioned with glee,


"Guys! I have something to announce!"


"What is it?" Rainbow Dash said not really interested in hearing, her eyes on somepony else.


"Well seeing as it is Cheerily's birthday in a week, I'm throwing a surprise birthday PARTY!"


The ponies all looked at her quietly, seeming to take in the news and Twilight eventually said, a little taken back,


"Oh…" she looked at the other girls seeing the similar surprised faces before turning back to Pinkie "Are you sure she'd like that? You don't really know her that well?"


"She's my friend! And all my friends deserve surprise parties!" Pinkie said in glee and Twilight looked back at her friends, just seeing them shrug.


"Well alright then."


Pinkie Pie squeaked in ecstasy.


"How's things been going at your shop Rarity?" Twilight asked getting back to other talk, and before Rarity could speak, Twilight took notice of the shivering Fluttershy.


"What's wrong, Fluttershy?" she asked worried.


"Oh me… nothing,"


All the ponies stared at her confused. Fluttershy looked exhausted, dark circles under her eyes as if she was desperately sleep deprived and Applejack put it forward,


"No you ain't, you look more tired than a young filly on Nightmare night."


"Oh it's nothing… it's just, I've been hearing strange noises around my cottage lately, o-of wailing, and I can't sleep out of fear."


"Just use ear plugs," Rainbow Dash said obviously, Twilight looked at her annoyed.


"How long has this been going on?"


"Oh not long… just a week."


"A week?" Pinkie screamed out of nowhere, Rarity not looking impressed.


"Well have you thought about finding out what it is?"


"Err… no."


"Then there's only one thing to do," Applejack said standing up with pride "We've got to set a trap for this here beast, that's the only way to solve it."


"Yeah, we can come over tonight," Rainbow Dash said eagerly, liking the thought of some adventure, "We'll stay outside and try and catch it."


"Oh n-no!" Fluttershy said suddenly desperate to be heard "I couldn't ask that, you girls might get hurt!"


"Don't worry your head over it sugarcube," Applejack said with a confident wink, "We'll be fine."


"But still."


"It's settled, Fluttershy!" Rainbow Dash said annoyed at her small resistance. All the ponies nodded, though Rarity didn't seem too crazy about the idea.


XXXXX


It wasn't long after, that Rainbow Dash found herself flying over to Fluttershy's small cottage, darkness spread all across Ponyville in the hours that had passed since the picnic.


She looked around the ground, eventually spotting the pony she wanted to see and grinned, landing quietly down behind Applejack before whispering in her friend's ear,


"Boo,"


Applejack turned around quickly, bumping into the confident pegasus and looked at her with a smile.


"Hey Rainbow," she said with a teasing voice and Rainbow Dash just loved hearing that voice, that she couldn't hold herself back and hugged Applejack suddenly, the orange pony trotting back quickly, saying nervous,


"What are you doin'?"


"Just hugging the most gorgeous pony in Equestria."


Applejack pushed her off nervously, nudging her head towards the other girls away in the distance and said annoyed,


"Not here."


Rainbow Dash looked at her, she was hurt a bit on the inside, but didn't let it show especially around her other friends.


"Fine," she said toughly, "When did you arrive here?"


"Around ten minutes ago,"


"Has the wailing started yet?"


"No… not yet."


"It's probably just the wind going through the trees. To be honest, I think Fluttershy is totally overacting."


"Even though you were the one who insisted on us coming?" Applejack said slyly and Rainbow Dash looked at her nervously.


"Well you can't be too careful."


"Yep," Applejack said with a grin and Rainbow Dash just couldn't help fall for the confidence her friend exuberated… no other pony coming close, yet she couldn't even kiss her… it was so frustrating.


Applejack smiled at her, before trotting off to the other girls and Rainbow Dash sighed, following suit.


"Okay, girls, now Fluttershy made it perfectly clear that we cannot harm this creature in the slightest." Twilight said to the others sounding as a warning.


"Harm it? What if it harms US!" Rarity said, adding in that point as if it bothered her greatly.


"Oh I doubt that's going to happen." Twilight said confidently, and Rarity only gave a sulky face, it was clear she didn't want to be here.


"Maybe we should carry party poppers!" Pinkie said eagerly "To scare it if it sneaks up on us!"


"Do we have any party poppers-"


Before Twilight could finish that, Pinkie pulled out five, throwing them to her friends in glee and Twilight rolled her eyes with a giggle.


"You girls… are you sure you're alright?"


The five looked at Fluttershy, who had just opened up her door with a small creak to see how things were.


"Yes Fluttershy," Rarity said a little concerned "Now you go straight to bed, you my dear, are going to get a beautiful beauty sleep tonight."


"Well…o-okay," Fluttershy said nervously and closed her door weakly, Applejack bucking it slightly to make sure it was closed properly.


"Okay, so I'm thinking it will be best to split up." Twilight said, thinking the plan through in her head, "We'll split into groups of two and three, each group getting a net."


"I'll go with Applejack," Rainbow Dash suddenly said determinedly and Twilight looked at her confused.


"But you two are the strongest ponies, don't you think the groups should be paired more evenly in strength?"


"What?" Rainbow Dash said, seeming to find a way around this in her head, before smiling adding "Me and Applejack can coordinate better, plus you three will have one extra, so the strength will be equalled out."


Twilight looked at the blue pegasus flabbergasted, she had never heard Rainbow Dash come up with such logic before, and only looked at her warily before saying slowly, "Well okay…?"


"Cool!" Dash said quickly and turned to Applejack with a grin "Come on Applejack," grabbing the net and throwing it on her back.


"Well alrighty," Applejack said not seeming sure… it had been so long since she had been alone in the dark with Rainbow Dash… it almost scared her.


The two walked away into the night, Applejack following the blue pegasus confused before Rainbow Dash stopped in front of the cold dark woods and Applejack slowed down behind her.


"You didn't set this up for Fluttershy did you?"


Rainbow Dash turned confused as she heard that cold voice and looked at her friend lost.


"Of course I did…"


Applejack pulled a cautious face, seeming not to believe.


"But maybe I'd feel better being paired up with you."


"You know we hang out enough already… do you want the other's ta get suspicious?"


"What can they get suspicious about?" Rainbowdash said, getting annoyed "We don't do anything… you won't let us."


"Now's not the time to talk about it," Applejack said warily looking around, before sighing and turning her green earthy eyes back at her friend saying quietly, "You know I do like you and all…"


"Yeah, as a friend…" Rainbow Dash said spitefully.


"You said we'd only just hang…" Applejack said slowly.


"What other way could I get you to be with me?" Rainbow Dash said angrily but when she saw Applejack's shocked face, sighed adding "that way…"


"So you still want to be with me…" Applejack said carefully "but why do you have to make it seem so obvious?"


"How?"


"Well, how about how you keep staring at me whenever we're around others, agreeing with me always."


"Oh I do not," Rainbowdash said annoyed.


"Well, course' you'd say that." Applejack said smiling slightly, and Rainbow Dash's heart soon melted, as she loved seeing those lips rise… and moved unknowingly closer to Applejack, saying nervous.


"Maybe I agree with you because you're always right."


"So would you agree that this can't be more than just hanging out..?" Applejack drawled out nervous, feeling Rainbow Dash's breath on her as the blue pegasus moved closer.


"You know that's not what you want…" she whispered and Applejack looked slowly at her mouth, adding.


"Maybe it is-"


Before she could finish she felt Rainbow Dash push her mouth to hers in a kiss, something Applejack had been avoiding for weeks, but having those lips on her own after so long, Applejack could do nothing but kiss her longingly back.


The two sat there, kissing silently in the dark, and Rainbowdash pushed it further, her tongue sweeping up her friends, as they fought for pleasure… a wanting that Dash had longed for so long since that storm.


She felt Applejack caress her back eagerly as the two embraced, Rainbow Dash pushing her body ever closer to the warmth of the earth pony, desire overwhelming as she wanted to do so much more than kiss… but kissing itself was so great.


Applejack suddenly pulled away, Rainbow Dash still kissing her friend's neck as the pony looked around confused…. The wailing being suddenly heard through the branches and she pushed Dash off her saying,


"Do you hear that?"


"Probably just my stomach…" Dash said trying to get back into the action but Applejack gave her a annoyed look, walking a little forward, listening to the wail.


Dash quickly snapped out of it when she noticed her crush had gone, and turned around looking through the woods, the wailing sending a shiver up her back.


"What do you think it is?" she asked Applejack, the orange pony lowering her eyebrows as she thought.


"Sounds like an injured animal…"


"Well let's follow it." Rainbow Dash said fast picking up the net but Applejack put her hoof in front of her saying slowly.


"We've got to be quiet."


"Right." The blue pegasus agreed and Applejack bit the other end of the net, getting ready to throw it if the occasion arose.


The two walked forward slowly, the wailing getting louder, until all of a sudden it sounded just below them and Rainbow Dash yelped from the surprise throwing the net and hearing a moan…


"Did we get it?" she asked Applejack quickly, the orange pony feeling around the ground, freezing when she felt a warm furry body… she looked down and saw a large bear in the dark.


"It's a bear…?"


"How'd a bear get injured?" Rainbow dash asked confused.


"Beats me, but we got to tell the others!"


"Wait Applejack!" Rainbow Dash yelled quickly as her friend had nearly galloped off and Applejack turned to her in haste, "I want us to do more than just hang out."


"What do you want from me girl?" Applejack said hastily, really wanting to find the others.


"I want you. Like I had you tonight."


Applejack nearly lost all her steam… looking at Rainbow Dash nervous, "I want that too… but it's just too dangerous."


"Dangers my middle name."


Applejack smiled barely, before going to turn… not giving any response and Rainbow Dash just yelled after her,


"I'm seeing you tomorrow, marefriend!"


"Shoosh!" Applejack chuckled back at her, before vanishing into the dark and Rainbow Dash only smiled overjoyed, her dream was coming true… they were finally moving forward again.


She followed on laughing, reaching Applejack's side as they ran, the two yelling the others' names until they got a call back,


"We're over here!"


The two cracked up as they nudged each other playfully reaching the other three and Applejack said smiling,


"We found what was making the noise,"


Twilight looked at the two giggling bunch confused, what was so funny, so she asked suspicious,


"What is it?"


"A bear!" Dash said instantly smiling at Applejack.


"Is it alright?"


"Nah, we think it's injured."


Twilight didn't get how those two could be acting so goofy, it didn't make sense… but it felt as though they had an inner conversation going on and she turned to Rarity,


"Go and get Fluttershy,"


"Fine," the white unicorn said fussed, and turned back to the cottage.


Twilight kept her eyes still sharply on the two childish ponies… was she the only one thinking something odd was going on here… and then the conversation she had had with one of them earlier entered her mind.


They were hiding something… badly.


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Chapter 5


Fluttershy came down in a hurry to care for the injured bear, as Twilight used her magic to lift it towards the meek pegasus's cottage.


It wasn't long till the gang separated for the night. Applejack headed back to her home with a grin on her face. Tonight had been great, and in all honest opinion she was sad it had to end so soon. As she arrived in home she saw that all the lights of the house were off, everypony in bed and she sighed happily, wanting to get to bed too and have sweet dreams of the pony she had been with tonight.


She arrived to her room and looked out the dark window to the bright night, a full moon shining luminously in the sky and she smiled, going over to her bed and lay down just trying to slip into sleep.


Rainbow Dash couldn't sleep that night, why did things have to end so soon? Why did the two of them have to separate? It felt so unfair, so stupid… and she tossed and turned in her bed in the clouds, her pink eyes wide awake with exhilaration.


A picture came into her mind of Applejack, asleep in peaceful slumber… her friend so relaxed… and just thinking of Applejack made Dash feel at ease… it was hard being away from her, but why did Applejack have to keep denying that this thing they had would never work?


She sighed, getting out of her bed and going to her cloud window, looking at Apple acres in the distance and a undying thought came to her mind. She couldn't sleep with the earth pony on her mind all the time… being away from her was just annoying. She knew what she was thinking was a stupid idea but as soon as she thought about she couldn't get rid of it.


She smiled, leaping out of her house and began her flight to the farm. The night sky surrounded her, complete silence of the dark. But because the moon was so bright tonight she could make her way fine and she soon reached the farm house, hovering above the roof before lowering to the windows and looking through each one till she found the pony's she was looking for.


She could see Applejack asleep in her bed, but Rainbow Dash still tapped her window quietly, loud enough to be heard and Applejack turned in her bed sleepily before opening up her eyes slowly and seeing the blue Pegasus outside.


"Rainbow Dash…?" Applejack said quietly confused. She got slowly off her bed and opened up her window, Rainbow Dash flying in quickly and hovered in the room with a smile.


"What are you doing here so late?"


"I couldn't sleep." She said smiling.


"Did ya try?"


"A little," Rainbow Dash said slyly and landed on Applejack's bed confidently, the orange pony looking at her annoyed… but also slightly relieved to see her.


"Well you can't stay here for the whole night."


"Of course not… just a few minutes." She lay on the bed and looked at Applejack, smiling nervously "I just wanted to see you."


"You saw me only four hours ago?" Applejack said smiling too and went back to her bed as well, laying down and pulling the blanket over her, Rainbow Dash grabbing the edge with her mouth and wrapping it around her too.


"I thought you said you'd see me tomorrow?"


"Well it's past twelve…" Dash said slowly and Applejack grinned. She felt the pegasus's warm body curl into hers as Dash wrapped around her tightly, feeling the strong heat coming from Applejack's body and she felt the orange pony cuddle her back, closing her eyes as she snuggled her noise into Rainbow's mane.


This is what Rainbow Dash wanted, to be with Applejack, to be this close… to always be filled with the warmness. Her chest felt like all the tenseness she had had in her cloud house had eased, that she was at peace now and she could feel Applejack's chest breathing up and down against her, the slow inhaling and exhaling of a calm pony.


Rainbow Dash slowly closed her eyes too, snuggling her head against Applejack's… until eventually sleep crept up on her and she fell into lovely unconsciousness.


Her eyes crimpled a little as sunlight shone through the window and Rainbow Dash stirred gently, opening her eyes wearily as the light stirred her from her sleep and she curled in closer to Applejack, the orange pony still asleep in the morning.


Rainbow looked at her quietly, a smile growing up her lips and she kissed Applejack on the cheek saying quietly, "Good morning lazy,"


Applejack groaned awakening a little and looked sleepily into Rainbow dash's dark pink eyes, "Well… howdy."


"Hi," Rainbow Dash said in a small smile, and let go of Applejack for the first time in seven hours, stretching her legs tiredly and plopping down again, just staring at the snoozing pony.


"You should go back to sleep…" Applejack said quietly, "The alarm hasn't gone yet."


Rainbow Dash had something else planned, that popped up in her head and would certainly awaken Applejack so they could have some fun.


"I have a better idea."


She stood above Applejack and lowered slowly down on her friend, separating her hind legs and giving a small lick in the centre.


Applejack giggled… as the sensation ran up her body and chuckled saying sleepily "S-stop that,"


But Rainbow Dash didn't, and continued to lick her in the right spot, Applejack suddenly feeling a hot flush going up her and she blushed, waking up completely and looked down at Dash's grinning face. She moaned from the pleasure… her hoofs stilting as a climax was about to be hit when suddenly.


"What ya'll doing?"


The two ponies literally froze, Rainbow Dash quickly jumping off Applejack and peering at the door in horror, Applebloom standing at it confused.


"Applebloom!" Applejack said now fully awakened and she tried to hide her blushing face, getting up instantly… oh God what had they done "Rainbow Dash was j-just giving me a raspberry!"


"Oh!" Applebloom said starting to understand, "Could she give me one?"


"I don't think you want that…" Rainbow Dash said frankly and Applejack pulled her an angry look.


"Why you up so early?" Applejack asked her little sister, in almost desperation of the mortification she felt.


"I woke when I heard you groaning, I thought you were in pain."


"Quite the opposite." Rainbow Dash said quietly looking at Applejack with a grin and the orange pony frowned, looking back to her sister.


"No… just a raspberry."


"Well alrighty." Applebloom said cheerily and frolicked off with a innocent smile, but turned to Rainbow Dash quickly adding, "Are ya staying for breakfast, Rainbow Dash?"


"No… I have to get going."


"Okay!" Applebloom said with a smile and headed off downstairs. Applejack turned instantly to Rainbow Dash, a look of fury on her face as she said in rage,


"What the heck were you thinking?"


"I was thinking it'd wake you up." Rainbow Dash said, still quite proud of herself and Applejack shoved her towards the window.


"You got to go, now!"


"You know, ponies are going to start suspecting us… why don't we just tell everyone we're together?"


"Cos we're not!"


Rainbow Dash turned to her completely confused… what?


"Why do you keep saying that?" she said hurt and angry.


"Look, right now's not the time!" Applejack said quickly and Rainbow Dash burrowed her eyebrows hard… why couldn't Applejack just admit she liked her already and have this whole fuss of hiding it go away.


"Why don't you want to be with me?" Dash said quickly, looking her straight in the eye.


"We're just having fun, but there's a time and a place for that!" Applejack responded honestly and that really pissed Rainbow off.


"So this means nothing to you?"


"Please Rainbow! We'll talk about it later!"


"Fine, we'll talk at one o clock."


"Okay!"


Rainbow Dash looked at Applejack slowly… why did she have to deny this so much, what was so wrong about two mares being together? Rainbow Dash only sighed, taking off of the ground and flew out the window, Applejack just feeling terrible inside but she couldn't handle everyone thinking she was a fillyfooler when she wasn't even sure how she saw Rainbow Dash… she needed so much more time to think but only giving to one o clock just wasn't long enough.


She watched the pegasus in the distance, as blue and alive as the sky… and it hurt her to have to see Rainbowdash leave like this… but the judgement of other's is what she feared more.


It wasn't long till at nine Applebloom looked to her brother and asked confidently,


"Big brother, can you take me to town?"


"EeYup," Big Macintosh said feeling no hassle in the journey and the two set off to town shortly after.


Big Macintosh was a simple pony in nature, he didn't really need much in this world and liked the life on the farm. Applebloom separated from him as soon as she saw her friends and he decided to go for a stroll, taking in the early crisp air and looking around the town, seeing ponies opening shop and preparing for the day.


He eventually felt a small grumble in his stomach and lowered his head to a grassy patch, nibbling on some of the strands in an easy paced manner, the fresh dew of the morning moistening in his tongue.


"Good morning Big Mac."


He gazed his eyes up, seeing Twilight standing in front of him with a cheerful look about her and he raised his head up, nodding to her in greeting.


"Mornin'"


"How's things been of late?"


"Farm's been good, not much work today."


"That's nice, I'm looking forward to cider season soon, you're family do produce the best."


"Glad you like," Big Mac said with a goodwilled nod.


"Did you come to town by yourself?"


"And Applebloom."


"Oh, I see her," Twilight said spotting Applebloom with her two friends but her mouth dropped opened when she saw what the young filly was doing.


"Applebloom stop!" she shouted shocked and Big Macintosh looked around him too, seeing his sister giving Scootaloo oral.


The two of them rushed to the three crusaders and pulled Applebloom quickly off her friend in horror.


"Applebloom? What the?" Big Mac said in so few shocked words.


"I was just giving Scootaloo a raspberry?" the young pony said confused as Big Mac held her back.


"Where did you see someone give a raspberry like that?" Twilight said determined to find out who this sick twisted role model was.


"I saw Rainbow Dash do it to Applejack, jeeze!"


Big Mac and Twlight looked at each other, as if both realising the same thing and Big Mac let go of his sister, Applebloom looking at the two of them annoyed.


"Applebloom, never do that again." Twilight said to her sternly.


"What's the big deal?" Scootaloo asked confused.


"Yeah, it's only a raspberry?" Sweetiebelle added in lost.


"Just don't." Twilight said so warningly that the three little fillies shrunk back from her dark demeanour.


Big Mac looked very lost and confused in all this and Twilight came over to him, the two walking away from the girls before she asked.


"You know something too?"


"I thought I was imaginin'." Big Mac said unsure now of the true relationship between his sister and that blue Pegasus.


"You need to talk to her." Twilight said with a sigh, "this can't keep going on… look at what Applebloom just did."


"Yup," Big Mac said slowly nodding his head as he looked to the ground. His sister must be very lost if she was doing these types of things with another mare.


"Okay," Twilight said slowly, and had to go adding "See you soon,"


Big Mac nodded again, before turning back in the direction of the farm and knew he had to confront his sister. This had gone way too far, and this had to finally stop.


Rainbowdash could not keep influencing his sister into wrong.


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Chapter 6


Applejack started off her chores for the day at eleven, a little late if she was to be honest but she had waited up for Big Mac and Applebloom to come back but gave in to impatience and started the work day herself.


Though she was a bit afraid of when the clock struck one as she had to finally have the talk with Rainbow Dash of exactly what they were doing meant.


It all just confused her, it frustrated her that she was feeling this way and that she couldn't talk to anypony else about it.


She was doing her job of picking the bad apples off the ground when she saw in the distance her brother approaching.


"Mornin' Big Mac," she greeted with a cheery smile.


"Mornin…" Big Mac responded and Applejack could hear the sadness in his voice, she looked at him confused, putting an apple in the bucket and taking a trot closer,


"Sumthin' the matter, big brother?"


"Yup…" he said looking her dead in the face and she saw the concern in his eyes "I know you have sumthin' goin' on with that Rainbow Dash,"


Applejack froze stiff… how did he know? Her heart had literally begun drumming in worry as she said hesitantly, "What d'ya mean?"


"I saw you two a couple weeks ago in the' barn… and Applebloom got influence by ya."


"Like how?" Applejack asked nervous.


"Raspberry…" Big Mac said in one simple word and Applejack gulped, "What are ya' doing Applejack? Do ya want to confuse ya'self?"


"We were only messin'" she said fast in a hesitant lie "Applebloom must hav' misunderstood what we were doin'"


"What were ya doin?" Big Mac asked quietly and Applejack just shut up, as he knew everything and lying about something like this never worked out in the end. Big Mac saw the pained look in her eyes and sighed, saying to his sister as brotherly as he could "Maybe you should spend sometime away from that pegasus."


Applejack hated how she felt… she had been trying to do that all this time… but that was a lie to even herself… and with everpony judging her that knew… her own brother, Twilight… was what she was doing so wrong.


"Applejack?" Big Mac asked quietly.


"Yes…" Applejack finally said with a heavy breath, "Yes… I will."


"I guess we best get back to work?" her brother added trying to take the hard news off his sister and she nodded, getting back to picking the rotten apples and keeping her pain to herself.


XXXX


Rainbow Dash flew towards Apple Acres when the appointed time came, but she wanted to make her arrival there sooner. She wanted Applejack to finally admit that they liked each other, she could see it in that earth pony's eyes no matter how much she denied it, honesty always shone through.


She spotted the cowpony working away in the fields and smiled in determination, beginning to descend down in eager and landed right before Applejack, the earth pony looking sullen.


"I'm here!" Rainbow Dash said loudly with a smile and Applejack only nodded, turning to get back to work and Rainbow Dash turned confused, flying before her again "Aren't we gonna talk?"


"What's there to talk about?"


"Well that we should make it official."


"This can never be official." Applejack said angrily, Rainbow Dash looking puzzled.


"Why? Are you ashamed or something?"


Applejack paused for a second… before taking a heavy breath and saying, turning so she wouldn't have to see that Pegasus's face "No… but it's us… Rainbow… how do you think something like this could ever be real?"


Rainbow stilted… what? Again Applejack was hurting feelings and Rainbow Dash couldn't understand why she would be so cruel to her, "Because I like you… and I thought you liked me?"


"Well… I don't"


Rainbow Dash knew that was a straight out lie,


"Stop saying that!"


"You don't want to hear the truth?" Applejack said hard turning and looking at her with tears in her eyes.


"Oh I see the truth." Rainbow Dash said, her dark pink eyes glaring into Applejack's, "You're ashamed of me! Anypony else you would gladly say you were with but because it's me you think its fine to just use and abuse?"


"It ain't like that!" Applejack said quickly in tears.


"Than what is it?" Rainbow Dash yelled.


"Everypony thinks it's wrong, Rainbow we'd be fighting prejudice for the rest of our lives!"


"Why does it matter what other's think?" Rainbow Dash asked confused, her own defence slowly falling, "We'd have our friends to support us, who else matters?"


"My family…" Applejack said with a tear running down her cheek, "I'd lose my family."


Rainbow Dash just stared at her in disbelief… how could Applejack have guilt over what her folks would think? But Rainbow had never been close to her own family… she wouldn't care what her own parents would think, but the Apple family was Applejack's whole world.


"You know," Rainbow said hurt as she began to rise off the ground, "You can love your family and all, but you can't marry them. I wish you'd see that Applejack."


"I wish you'd see that they're everythin' to me." Applejack replied just as hurt, and Rainbow Dash left with nothing more, tears rising in her eyes when she was a good distance away.


Applejack had made her choice, she had made the wrong one… but she would never see that. She would never leave that land or that way of thinking, but she would also never leave Dash's mind. As Dash just went to her house and to her room, crying for the agony that this was not how she wanted things to go.


She wanted Applejack to just love her enough to choose her, to not care about other's opinions. She wanted Applejack to feel the same freedom she had felt when she was with her, instead of always looking around scared for wondering eyes.


She wanted to stay in her room forever… she wanted the sun to disappear for good, for her life to just rewind and take away the night in the Apple house.


She just wanted to stop feeling for that pony.


XXXX


"Rainbow Dash, are you alright?"


The blue Pegasus opened her tired eyes slowly, seeing it was yet another night in the four days her heart had broke. Before her fluttered Fluttershy and Rainbow Dash just sighed, turning over in her bed and asking the hovering pony annoyed.


"What?"


"Well, the girls and I haven't seen you for a while, we were getting worried."


"All the girls?" Dash asked quietly in hate.


"Of course, I-I came to get you for Cheerilee's party."


"I don't know Fluttershy… I'm pretty beat."


Fluttershy looked at her puzzled. Rainbow Dash was never beat.


"Oh… i-if you don't want to that's fine… but we'd really miss you."


"I just…" Rainbow Dash began but when she saw Flutteryshy's puppy dog eyes she felt annoying guilt in her chest "I guess I could come for a few hours."


"That's p-perfect," Fluttershy said with a meak smile and the two began their flight towards ponyville. Fluttershy seemed a little more nervous than usual as she said weakly "The other Pegasi have been saying that you haven't been doing your job lately."


"I just haven't been feeling well."


"Oh why didn't you say so!" Fluttershy said getting worried "Maybe you shouldn't come down to the party if you are feeling sick."


"No… I have to get out and stop thinking about the past."


"Oh… that's good," Fluttershy said slightly confused and the two saw Sugarcube corner, landing at the door and coming in, the ponies inside eating, drinking and laughing. It made Dash feel even worse.


"Hey girls!" Twilight said coming over to them with a smile, "Glad to see you could come."


"Oh, of course," Fluttershy said with a small smile and went with Twilight, the two mingling into the crowd.


Dash stood there, depression still deeply seated in her and she sighed, deciding to go find a small corner and to be left alone.


She did find a sit next to the punch and with one sip she could tell somepony had added alcohol to it. It didn't bother her, as she poured out a cup and drank it anyway, maybe the help of that special chemical would make her feel better, instead of feeling worse.


It wasn't till long that she had nearly drained the punch bowl, and stumbled around happily talking to other ponies, the night becoming more enjoyable and some happiness returning after so much pain.


"And I said, sure you could try! But I already finished it two years ago!" Rainbow Dash said with a roaring laugh and got one in return from the ponies she was with.


"Oh Rainbow Dash, you're such a laugh!" one of the ponies complimented her and Dash laughed confidently back, but paused when she saw that farm pony standing away in the distance,


Applejack.


Of course Applejack would be here, she was part of the group of friends, but all of Rainbow Dash's confidence seemed to vanish as she excused herself and hid among the crowd, peeking through pony gaps at Applejack and what the earth pony was doing.


"Applejack,"


Rainbow ducked as she saw Twilight approach Applejack with a colt.


"This here is Buckweed, he's a country pony just like you that has moved here."


"Nice to meet you Buckweed," Applejack said with a friendly smile.


"Glad to make your acquaintance, Miss Applejack."


Rainbow Dash frowned annoyed… who the heck was this guy.


"Buckweed is looking for some work on a farm," Twilight said helpfully, "So I thought you might be interested."


"Apple farm could always do with more helping hooves." Applejack said happily "But we couldn't pay you much."


"That's the funny thing," Twilight said sneaking in the agenda "He also needs a place to stay."


"Oh…" Applejack said a little taken back from that added information, she looked at Buckweed with an awkward smile "I'd of course have to discuss it with the rest of the Apple family."


"That's fine Miss Applejack, my folks just want me to get experience on other farms, I can understand your hesitancy."


"I'll tell you if we have anything for you tomorrow." She said with a friendly smile and Buckweed gave a gleam back, Twilight looking around as she said,


"I'll let you two get better acquainted, you probably have heaps in common."


Rainbow Dash felt her heart beating ten miles an hour… this young colt could possibly be moving into Appleacres… this young country colt.


Applejack talked to Buckweed for a while more before saying she was going to get a drink and that is where Rainbowdash approached her.


"Hey," she said making AJ jump startled and turned seeing the pegasus behind her. She seemed lost for words, before saying quietly,


"I didn't expect to see you here."


"You thought I'd leave ponyville after that day?" Rainbow Dash said defensively but when she saw Applejack's sorry looking eyes, she gave a small smile, "I can't hate you for long AJ"


"I think we just needed to be away from each other," Dash continued, though she was only saying what she thought Applejack wanted to hear "To think things over."


"I hav' been thinking about things…" Applejack said quietly, "But I thought this was over."


"How could it be? I love you Applejack."


Applejack nearly cringed in hearing that, her eyes tearing up… the first time a pony said that to her and she just looked at Dash in pain,


"But all we do is hurt each other-"


She felt Dash's lips suddenly against hers, kissing her rapidly and Applejack pushed her away in horror, tasting alcohol off her mouth and she looked before her as some ponies had seen and were whispering to each other, silence seeming to fall in the room.


"Rainbow, you drunk fool!" she said panicky and Rainbow Dash looked at her confused, "You can't be kissing everypony like that!"


The ponies gave bewildered looks before some chuckling whispering Dash had had a bit too many and Rainbow Dash just whispered to Applejack.


"I only wanted to show you there is nothing to be afraid of."


"You just don't care," Applejack said angry, "You want everypony to know?"


"Applejack,"


The orange pony just pushed her away in anger, walking away with tears of fury in her eyes as she heard Rainbow shout to her, "AJ!"


Pinkie who was the only one who had seen and heard everything was watching Rainbow Dash alone and her heart sunk fast.


She did not want to see her hurt by anyone.


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Chapter 7


Applejack left the party early, she excused herself from her friends saying she had to go home and work but all she did when she reached that farmhouse was head to her room and destroy her bed, anger making her break out as she didn't want to remember what she heard.


For what was told to her at the party was something that nearly broke her heart, something that would ruin her life if she admitted the same.


That Rainbowdash actually loved her.


She had been so blind, but she did not want to see. Didn't want to accept what they had as more than what it was.


"How can she love me?" she asked herself quietly in tears as she looked at the feathers that had been released from the pillow she had bucked in anger, "What could I possibly give her…?"


She couldn't give Rainbowdash a future, Twilight had said two mares together would only end in tragedy.


But her life was spiralling out of control even when she tried to avoid the Pegasus.


And what she felt back… it couldn't give sadness… the only sadness in denying it.


But her brother… h-her family? Why couldn't they understand, why did Big Mac think Dash would hurt her… why all these obstacles for a love that felt like it had always been there, hidden?


She only ended up in tears on her messed up bed. Terrified that she couldn't get those words out of her head.


"She said she loves me…" she whispered in a cry, hugging her blanket weakly "She said… she loves me,"


XXXX


Rainbowdash hit the ground in anger, heartache at yet another rejection. She just couldn't keep doing this. Putting herself out there just to be constantly hurt.


The alcohol was what hit her lips though, as she drank to forget, drank to get rid of the hurt, ponies laughing around her, dancing, music, until she couldn't take it anymore and everything went black.


It was so dark when she regained consciousness, finding herself in a familiar room. It was pink and she blinked her eyes slowly waking up, as she realized she was in a friend's room.


She knew which mare it was, and as she stood up, she pressed her hoof to her head groaning, her head in pain and her hoofs sticking into a soft mattress, realising she was on a bed.


She could hear no loud noise, the party seeming a distant memory and could see the moonlight shining in the window, showing the interior and how it was covered in streamers.


She got out of the bed and stumbled over to the light switch, turning it on but halted when she saw the door open and in come Pinkie.


"Pinkie," she said, still in ache from the hangover, "What am I doing in your room?"


"Don't you remember?" Pinkie asked confused "You had too much to drink and smashed into the roof when you tried to take flight."


"Really…?" Dash said, now understanding why her head hurt so much and Pinkie led her to sit down on the bed, Dash still feeling terrible, her heart and also her body from the toxins.


"I'm guessing I made a fool of myself…?" she said quietly and Pinkie giggled softly.


"Only a little."


"I guess every party needs a clown…"


"You had a right to be drunk but," Pinkie said slowly and Rainbowdash looked at her confused "You were upset…"


She nodded her head; still feeling like this was all a dream but felt Pinkie put her hoof around her shoulders as she said quietly.


"I saw what happened between you and Applejack."


Dash looked up at her in hearing this… looking into Pinkie's eyes slowly… did she know?


"Yeah… I guess I had too much to drink,"


"What she did was so mean,"


"Well I did kiss her…"


Pinkie looked at her slowly, nodding, and Dash smiled, glad to be getting some comfort.


She didn't know how much Pinkie knew, or discovered by herself, but it was good to have one friend knowing this now.


But talking about it only reminded her of the cold rejection Applejack had given. And maybe Dash had to accept it. Maybe her love… would never be returned.


"You like Applejack."


She blinked coming back to reality as she saw Pinkie's eyes looking at her warmly and she nodded her head.


"I do…"


"Why?" Pinkie asked quietly.


"The way she acts… the way she talks… she's perfect."


"But she hurt you," Pinkie said weakly. Dash didn't understand why Pinkie was talking about this, but a tear fell from her pink eyes as she nodded hurt from the event hours ago, "I would never hurt you."


Dash's tears held back suddenly lost… as if she had missed something and she looked into Pinkie's longing eyes confused.


"Pinkie what are you talking about?"


"I love you Rainbow Dash," she said shyly "But I thought you weren't like me… that you went for colts. But I saw you kiss Applejack, she was so cruel… but I wouldn't do that."


Rainbowdash couldn't believe her ears… how could she have missed this? How could she have never seen the looks Pinkie had given her? But she was so confused… she loved Applejack, but that farm pony didn't want to be with her… didn't love her and all she had caused Dash was pain.


But before she could really think things over she suddenly felt Pinkie kiss her, the pink lips intertwining with her own and all she wanted was to be loved. She kissed Pinkie back, pressing against her longingly as Pinkie pushed her slowly over on the bed, going on top of Dash and kissing her deeply.


It was soft, it was different to Applejack… but it was with someone who wanted her. Someone who wasn't afraid and Dash let it continue, the kissing and caressing becoming more evasive, more out of control as she felt her still slightly drunken self give into the lust, Pinkie grinding herself against Rainbowdash as she whispered,


"I love you so much Rainbow,"


Dash only groaning in pleasure, but the night seemed almost like a dream… an event that she only seemed to understand for its reality as she woke up the next day, Pinkie holding her close in her hoofs, Dash's eyes looking around confused.


And then she saw Pinkie. Not knowing how she felt but knowing one thing.


Pinkie wasn't ashamed of it. Pinkie wasn't afraid.


And that maybe she had to move on from that country pony… even if it was forced.


XXXX


Applejack didn't talk much to her family the next day, not bringing up the fact of the noise she had made in her room last night and the mess she had left behind.


But Big Mac and Applebloom still had worried faces on as they ate awkwardly before the young filly finally asked.


"Applejack? What were you doin' in your room last night?"


"I was…" Applejack said, only chewing her hay quietly not knowing how she could explain how she felt… knowing it wouldn't be understood, "I was just redecorating…"


"Cool!" Applebloom said cheerfully "Can I redecorate too?"


"I don't think so Applebloom…" AJ said quietly, her eyes just drifting sadly down and Big Mac looked at his sister afraid, he had never seen her this withdrawn.


"You want us to help you clean your room, sis?" he asked trying to be helpful… but knew somehow this was his fault the way she was feeling.


"No… don't worry, I'll do it later…" Applejack said quietly with a sigh, and the room fell silent again until a knock was heard at the front door and before anyone else could get up, AJ was already heading to answer it, getting away from those judgemental eyes.


When she opened it she blinked finally becoming present in the moment as she saw Buckweed there with a smile on his face.


"Oh… you from the party," Applejack said looking at him confused.


"Yes Miss Applejack, I just dropped by to know if you and your family had decided on allowing me to stay?"


"Shoot, I forgot to bring it up…" she admitted biting her lip awkwardly, but froze when she felt Big Mac approach her and look at the young colt confused.


"What's goin' on Applejack?"


"Oh, this is Buckweed," she said quickly looking to Big Mac nervous "He's a farm horse from away and he was wondering if we had some work and room here for him to stay."


Big Mac looked at the young stallion with a wondering eye, but just shrugged, smiling at the colt saying kindly "I guess we could use a helping hoof. He could take the guest room."


"Oh thank you Mister…"


"Big Macintosh."


"We just call him Big Mac," Applejack said quietly and Buckweed nodded his head. The three stood there not knowing where to go from that so Big Mac just said to his sister,


"Show him to the guest room,"


"Fine..." Applejack said a little tired from everything, she didn't want to have to deal with making a new pony feel comfortable in their home at the moment but she couldn't be rude and nodded her head up the stairs, leading Buckweed away.


"You hav' a mighty fine house Miss Applejack."


"You don't need to say Miss, Buckweed." Applejack said as they reached the top of the stairs "We're all equals."


"Sorry…" he said with a nervous laugh "Mah parents brought me up strict you see."


"Yeah, I know how it is…" Applejack said with a sigh and opened the door, showing him the spare room, "We usually use this room for relatives, but you can sleep here I guess for now."


"Very much obliged."


"You want something to eat or drink?" Applejack asked trying to be hospitable and Buckweed shook his head with a chuckle.


"No thanks Ma'm… Applejack… I'd just like to get to work really."


Applejack looked at him questioning… but she knew the young colt had come to this area for experience and just said "Well, we'll be starting work in about half an hour, You can wander around the house if ya like, and we'll call you when we begin."


"Err… okay?" Buckweed said nervously with a smile, "You sure you folks don't mind me in your home?"


"Well Granny Smith might wonder who the stranger is, but it won't be a big problem."


"Thank you Applejack." Buckweed said slowly looking uncertainly at the orange country pony "I really appreciate what you and your family here has done for me."


"It's… alright," she said feeling slightly awkward from his declaration, "Anyway, I gotta go… my room needs… a cleanin'"


He nodded with a smile and she left feeling slightly on edge, it was going to be hard getting used to another pony being in her home, and she had already too much going on in her head.


When she arrived back in her room she only sighed at the mess. She still couldn't believe that Rainbow's feelings for her were so much deeper than what she thought. But no one wanted them to be… Big Mac had made it clear… but had he really…? What Rainbowdash felt for her was real… but she couldn't betray her family. She couldn't go forward in anything when she still didn't understand her own emotions.


She was just so afraid… afraid of being with that Pegasus… afraid of letting her own heart get hurt by Dash's recklessness if she ever did choose her. She always thought she was so brave but in the last few weeks all she had done was cower at the strangeness of this feeling... love… if that was even what that was.


She looked at her room… she had been thinking too much, been in too much distress and it could show with the mess in front of her eyes.


Before she knew what to do she had to first clean up her room… and clean up her mind.


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Chapter 8


Work, one thing that she used to love, but now the thing she had to do to get her mind free of thoughts.


Applejack bucked the tree hard. She didn't know how to solve anything else but with bucking. A physical act for a physical task. The sun was shining brightly down on the land, lighting the green rims of the grass and even though like always a beautiful day, she just couldn't linger in the heat, but had to work out who she was and what she wanted.


Big Mac looked at her from away, seeing the sweat pour off his sister and the extensive work she was laying on herself. He was almost afraid to even bring it up again, knowing his sister's pain was from his own prejudice… but if he turned in favour of this strange relationship, who would even back him up?


Maybe she really was just confused, she hadn't been around too many colts and he blinked looking over to Buckweed as he approached with a cart… maybe, she just needed a push.


"Got the cart like you asked Big Mac," Buckweed said with a bright smile and the older male nodded, nudging his eyes over to his sister as he said casually,


"Help Applejack, she's a little stressed,"


Buckweed looked over to the pretty mare and nodded his head, walking over and pulling the cart next to Applejack's tree.


The orange pony looked at him slightly unhinged… she really didn't want to be around anyone, especially someone she didn't know or care for, or who even cared for her for that matter.


"Need help, Applejack?" Buckweed asked with a friendly smile.


"Err, yeah… just collect them," she said quietly and he nodded his head happily, throwing the buckets of apples into the cart but looked at the mare a little cautious, as he said,


"You know, your family really are great for taken me in,"


"It's free labour," Applejack replied absentmindedly, bucking another tree so hard the ground around it vibrated. Buckweed shook from the impact and just carried the cart over to the next one, doing his job of retrieving.


"Oh I know, but still."


"Why did your folks let you even leave home?" Applejack asked, making conversation as she trotted away.


"They wanted me to know what it was to be independent, to see the world in a different light."


"Right…?"


"So when I returned I would be able to handle taken on the farm by myself."


"Don't you hav' any siblings ta help?" Applejack asked confused and Buckweed became quiet. She felt like she should zip her tongue, but she didn't care too much being sensitive to feelings and just added "well?"


"Heh heh, my mum… died in childbirth with me." He seemed nervous as he added a laugh to his declaration and now Applejack just felt like the biggest jerk ever.


"Oh, I'm sorry." She said, and turned to look at the young colt, trying to give a comforting smile but something still struck her as odd and she asked confused "Then why were you saying your folks?"


"I live on a plantation of sorts," Buckweed said a little hesistant, "My extended family and myself run parts of it… but once my father goes, I have to take care of my own land… so that's why I left for experience."


"Wow sounds… hard," Applejack said with a nervous laugh… she really wasn't handling this conversation well, but she didn't expect Buckweed to give her all this information when she hardly knew the colt.


Buckweed nodded his head, collecting the apples again but had also held his tongue in not telling all the necessaries. He had left home for more than experience; he had also left to find a mare. And looking at the strength in Applejack, plus her strong will… maybe he should chance it and get to know this pony… even if she scared him a little.


"So what about your history?" he asked trying to be charismatic "Do your parents work in another part of this area…?"


"My parents…" Applejack said hesitantly… she hated how she always had to explain this to every new pony, "they're dead."


"Oh,"


"It doesn't hurt so much anymore… you just realize life goes on and ya can't let go of responsibilities."


"That's very brave…" he said looking at her with a kind smile, and she smiled back nervously.


"Life isn't always fair I suppose," she said carrying on a little shy to really be talking so melancholy, "But some things I wouldn't change… even if they hurt… because they made me see."


"I… never thought about it that way," Buckweed said, listening intently but not really understanding the full statement that Applejack just made.


She only had that one thought on her mind… the most recent events that all stemmed from a stormy night, no night being so frightening since… just her thoughts in how she could face it or move on… the former being the harder to do.


Big Mac looked at the two ponies talking and smiled… maybe that little push towards the norm is all his sister needed… and maybe, he could change her ways, make her part of the world that worked.


XXXX


Applejack kept finding that in every area of her work life, that young colt appeared to give a helping hoof. She had been suspicious of him at first, not knowing what he wanted… but soon it was realized he was just looking for a companion, and she seemed to be the only one he kept spotting on her own.


He was a nice colt, seeming to know modesty and humility more than some of her best friends did.


He had a yellow coat and a scruffy white mane. She always was a bit curious of what his cutie mark meant, a tree with a compass on it, and decided to ask one day what it was about.


"It means, I will always find the best trees to get the fruit from… I guess kind of like a sixth sense."


"Funny," she said with a smile.


She knew after a couple of days she felt something more for this colt. He seemed kind, respectful and a decent pony.


He wouldn't fight and always had a smile on his face, him usually being the first pony she saw in the morning and the last one she talked to at night.


But there was another reason why she had gotten close to this pony. She had to show herself that what she felt for Rainbow Dash was only a lie… she had to see what it was like to be around a colt.


It was stupid really… but she honestly did like Buckweed as a pony. She kept telling herself that what she felt for him could be more… that it had to be, he was near perfect for her.


He was what society told her she should want, what society told her would bring her happiness.


Even her brother always left when she was with Buckweed, everyone trying to push her with the colt.


And then on the forth day Buckweed said a little shyly while they threw hay bails into the barn.


"You know Applejack… you really are amazing…"


She paused, smiling nervously, as she looked at Buckweed beside her and replied back.


"You're a pretty great pony too, Buckweed…"


He seemed to turn away shyly with a hidden smile, but said as casually as he could,


"I was just wonderin'… we've really gotten to know each other the past few days… would you perhaps… like to go out tonight?"


Applejack's heart beat suddenly fifty times faster than it had ever done… she had seen this coming yet it still scared her when the question was asked. It scared her what Rainbow Dash would think… Rainbow Dash the other way of life… the one everyone was against her choosing. The one she was meant to avoid.


She looked at Buckweed with a smile, trying to be as open and grateful as he had been towards her and just said weakly,


"Okay…"


"Really?" he said surprised, a smile growing across his mouth eagerly, she had said yes, "Applejack, that's great!"


"Yeah," she said quietly with a small smile, "I guess it is…"


"Meet me in the meadow at five this evening," he said eagerly and before leaving as if to prepare, he grabbed her in a hug… Applejack hugging weakly back, before Buckweed vanished out the door and she sighed.


This is what ponies wanted… this is what she was meant to want.


She found herself walking back and forth in her room worried though as the time drew close. Her first date… her first step in forgetting that rainbow coloured Pegasus. What was she so hesitant about… why did this feel wrong to her?


She shuddered when the clock struck four thirty and knew she had to get heading. She had dressed herself up in a summery yellow dress, her mane let down to show her blonde long hair.


She took a breath as she left the house and headed for the meadow, her steps soft and not fully there… she was just so afraid.


She finally saw what Buckweed had planned, as the young colt was waiting for her, a picnic spread across the grass and she smiled, coming over to him and saying nervously,


"Sure looks lovely."


"Applejack," he said taken back by her appearance, "You look beautiful."


"It's just something I threw on," she lied and sat down, the two beginning the date.


And soon her fear disappeared. It was Buckweed, the gentle colt that had a heart of gold… his flattery and jokey nature, talking to her like she was the greatest pony in the world.


He wasn't a threat like he once was in the past… he was a friend, someone who understood her and liked her for what she was… someone that she might be happy with.


But that Pegasus still lingered in the back of her head no matter how much she enjoyed herself tonight… the light feel of those blue feathers… that cheeky smile.


She had to get her out of her mind… she couldn't keep thinking about her like that, when no one wanted that.


She looked before her as Buckweed leaned slowly forward saying,


"Applejack…?"


"Yeah…" she said quietly and felt his lips touch hers… the musky breath filling her mouth as she kissed him back.


His lips were harder than Dash's… strong… but she felt nothing when they kissed.


No this couldn't be right…


She kissed him back faster, surprising Buckweed as she held him close to her, kissing him hard… but still it felt like it was only an act of physicality… not that spark, not that moment that told her she needed him to live.


She pulled him on top of her, pressing against his body briskly saying in near tears, "Just do it,"


"Are you sure?" he said afraid but wanting it so bad.


"Yes!" she said in a cry and he pushed into her… the intense pleasure going through his body… her light fur smelling delirious, her lips so warm and moist.


But no… no matter how much she wanted him… this wasn't right.


It wasn't her!


It wasn't Rainbow Dash!


No matter how much society told her this was right, all her gut kept telling her was how wrong this felt.


This fur was not Dash's, those brown eyes were not pink.


His lips didn't taste the same, he didn't look the same!


He wasn't her and he would never be her!


And she started to cry, Buckweed looking at her confused as he hesitantly pulled out of her, a worried face on him as he said desperately,


"Applejack I'm so sorry! I thought this was what you wanted?"


"No!" She cried, laying there, tears streaming down her cheeks. She needed Rainbow Dash… she couldn't deny it anymore.


She loved her… she had to be with her… and she had to find her and tell her.


"Was it me?" Buckweed asked quietly, feeling like he had been hit by a train the way he felt and she just shook her head, getting up and crying,


"No…"


She couldn't lie anymore… not to him, not to anyone.


"I'm in love with someone else."


That was like a knife through his chest and all she said after that was,


"I'm sorry…" taking one last look at him and leaving after that. She had to find Rainbow Dash and tell her what she had finally let herself discover.


She had to tell her that she loved her.


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Chapter 9


Applejack needed to find her… what she had finally let herself know was too much to keep hidden anymore.


She went home in a hurry, ripping off her dress and fixing her hair back up in its pony tail… there was no need to impress with that Pegasus, Dash had always loved her for what she was, not what she wasn't.


Why did it take an act of physicality to make her see that she had only been lying to herself for weeks? Why didn't she just admit it a month ago, she and Dash could be already happy now, but she felt she had to go through this… uncertainty something she had to have to know when the time was finally presented, a choice to either pick the norm or the truth.


That she was a fillyfooler, and that she was in love with Rainbowdash.


She put on her hat and looked at herself in the mirror, breathing in and out with heavy breaths, preparing for the moment she never thought she'd have with another pony.


When she would finally say those words,


"I love you too."


She smiled bravely, preparing to leave the house, the sun sending an orange light across ponyville as the night began its descent but it would be a full hour before everything was dark.


"I'm heading to town!" Applejack called through the house as she headed downstairs but saw Big Mac waiting at the bottom of them confused and she swallowed nervous.


"I thought you were with Buckweed?" he asked with a lost face and Applejack just shook her head, pushing past him and Big Mac turned around confused, "Why you headin' into town?"


Applejack looked at him quietly but said in a strong voice,


"I have to tell Rainbowdash I love her."


Big Mac looked at her shocked, "What are ya talkin' about?"


"I'm in love with a mare, I thought that was gathered."


Big Mac didn't understand what went wrong. She had gotten on so well with Buckweed, he thought he had seen a spark between them and tried to stop saying as reasonably as he could,


"Maybe you should think before you go announcing something like that?"


"No." Applejack said hard, looking at her brother crossly as he wouldn't get out of the way, "I have thought enough about this. Please just let me go."


He looked at her worried… she was going to do it; she was going to be different. But he didn't want to fight her, seeing those eyes, the certainty that was in them he just stepped aside saying quietly,


"Okay."


Applejack almost paused when she heard that answer… she looked at Big Mac slowly… he was letting her go. She didn't know what to do… she still had to tell Dash but said to her brother slowly,


"Thank you…"


Before leaving the house and galloping into town. Her heart beat a thousand times a second… so scared that she was getting closer and closer to reaching that Pegasus, so frightened of admitting those words to Dash's face.


But even more scared if she didn't.


She entered the town, ponies passing her in conversation and she looked around quickly. Every corner she looked at was empty of that blue Pegasus. Even the sky had not a pony in it.


"Where are you?" she said scared, knowing if she didn't get it out of her she would explode. Her heart was nearly paining her the speed it was beating, so happy to let her know, she was glad she had finally accepted it.


She stopped her searching when she spotted Rarity coming out of her house and called quickly her name.


The unicorn looked at her bewildered as Applejack ran to her in gasps asking desperately,


"Where's Rainbowdash?"


"Oh, I believe she's at Twilight's. She and Pinkie have something to tell us."


"She's at Twilight's?" Applejack said quickly taking in the information and was about to run that direction but Rarity pulled her back by the tail laughing,


"Oh Applejack, no need to take off. Come, walk with me, I haven't seen you in days."


"Well, I've been a might busy…" Applejack said eager to catch Rainbow Dash but sighed when she saw Rarity's pout and said, "I don't suppose you're heading to Twilight's?"


"Yes, I'm eager to know what is so urgent." Rarity said with excited eyes.


"Why… what is going on?"


"I don't know, that's why I'm so eager to find out."


Something seemed to not feel right in Applejack's gut… what was it that Pinkie and Dash had to announce? Were they throwing another party?


She just wanted to run to that house and spill her guts, but now knowing all her friends would be there it made her cautious. She could tell Dash when the news had been given, she honestly didn't think she could admit her feelings in front of a crowd so big, no matter how brave she felt.


The two finally reached the library, Applejack's heart still beating a million miles an hour and she took a breath as she entered into the house, seeing Twilight making tea with a worried look on her face and Dash and Pinkie sitting down at the table, talking quietly… Pinkie and Dash… quiet?


Something didn't sit right with her, Pinkie was never this reserved, Dash never this sullen.


Had she really broke her heart that bad at the party?


She walked nervously over to the table, Dash looking up to see who had arrived and nearly froze when she saw that orange pony… Applejack was not meant to be here.


"Everypony want tea?" Twilight said hesitantly and the others all responded with silent nods, Rarity the only one saying quite honoured,


"Yes of course."


The white unicorn looked at the sullen crowd confused, why had everyone suddenly gone so quiet?


"I can't wait to hear this news," she said to Dash and Pinkie, "Is it something to do with a party?"


"It's better," Pinkie said with a wink, getting a little more life back into her when someone had finally spoken.


"It's fine…" Dash said nervously looking at her friends, looking at Applejack with a gulp, "It won't really affect you."


"Why…" Applejack asked. Looking in Dash's eye she knew it was not something she wanted to hear… somehow she felt like whatever it was was going to break her heart.


"It doesn't matter to you…" Dash said quietly, not even giving the will power to face that earth pony… and tell her what her decision had been… though why would Applejack care? She had always made it plain how she saw her.


The door was knocked on and Twilight opened it with her magic, Fluttershy coming in with a shy smile as she approached her friends and sat down with a little curiosity,


"When you girls said it was big news, it really peaked my interest." She said nervously with a smile and Pinkie smiled back at her happily.


"It really is, but nothing's going to change between us."


"You girls sure have been holding it back," Twilight said coming to the table and floating cups of tea in front of every pony, "Well we're all here now, what is it?"


Pinkie looked at Dash with loving eyes, nudging the Pegasus whispering,


"You tell them."


Dash swallowed, she looked at Applejack, that orange pony watching her with a concentration so hard it scared her.


"Me and Pinkie… are together."


The ponies all grew silent, Applejack nearly feeling tears rise in her eyes as she was the first to speak,


"…what?"


"We're in love…" Pinkie said hugging Dash's hoof and Applejack felt like she had to escape the room… this couldn't be happening.


Dash looked at her friends nervously, adding "We're taking it slow,"


"Are you two sure about this?" Twilight asked worried, "Are you sure this is love?"


"Well I'm sure," Pinkie said with a smile.


"Well… I'm happy for you," she said quietly and Applejack opened her mouth… Twilight was accepting this but had always pushed it on her that mares couldn't be.


"I think it's amazing," Fluttershy said nervously but with a smile, "I always wanted two of my best friends to find the pony of their dreams, and I couldn't think of a better couple."


"Yeah…" Dash replied in a quiet voice… Applejack hadn't said anything yet, at least she could let her know she was glad Dash was with someone now.


"Should we tell others?" Rarity asked a little in wonder, "Or would you prefer some time?"


"Well I want to tell everypony! But Dashie says we should see how we go." Pinkie said kissing Rainbow Dash on the cheek and Applejack just got up, she couldn't take anymore.


"I have to go," was all she said and she walked to the door, her tears nearly falling out and giving her away. How could she be so stupid… how could she think that happiness was meant for her.


The two deserved each other, while she got just what was coming to her. She had waited… she thought Dash would wait, but no… that pony saw how she was, and decided to get someone who wasn't her. Someone who was opened. Someone who had said it first.


"S-stupid door," she muttered as she stumbled to get it opened and the ponies all looked over at her confused.


"You okay AJ?"


"They need me at the f-farm," she lied in tears and finally got the door opened running out in all her speed, Dash looking after her worried.


Something was wrong.


Applejack was sad… that pony could never hide emotions and she got up in a hurry saying to her friends,


"I'll go check on Applejack."


"What, no…" Pinkie said quickly going in front of her, "We have so much more to tell the others…"


"Something's clearly wrong with her," Dash said, her patience wearing thin and her worrying only growing, "I need to make sure we're clear."


Pinkie didn't want Applejack anyway near her marefriend, she knew Dash still had feelings for her, why didn't she care enough about her to not go.


"Pinkie," Dash said fast, and Pinkie only looked at her with worried eyes, "Trust me."


"Alright…" she said quietly, stepping aside as Dash ran out the door and into the sky, looking quickly around for that farm horse.


She soon spotted Applejack running in the distance and flew after her fast.


Applejack could hear the zoom and bit her lip in tears… no, no, no! She couldn't be around her, she couldn't tell her now! She galloped faster trying to outrun that Pegasus but only heard a determined shout,


"APPLEJACK!"


"LEAVE ME ALONE!" She cried back, picking up all the speed she could as she entered into the country and felt Rainbowdash fly right above her yelling,


"WHAT'S WRONG!"


"IT DOESN'T MATTER!" she yelled desperately, but her heartbreak was so much in her voice Dash couldn't stand to just accept that.


"Applejack! Talk to me!"


"NO!" she yelled but Dash couldn't let her go and so grabbed her suddenly pulling her into the air, Applejack fighting desperately to get loose as she saw the ground leave her.


"LET ME GO!" she pleaded in a cry, she couldn't tell her, she couldn't be near her and Dash only fought to hold her hostage in the air,


"Tell me what's wrong!"


"YOU CHOSE HER!" Applejack yelled in tears and Dash nearly dropped her startled by what she said, "You didn't give me time!"


"You told me you didn't want anything!" Rainbowdash yelled angrily at her, confused and feeling like she would cry if she kept up this lie.


"Please Rainbow! Put me down!" Applejack begged.


"Tell me why you get to choose who I'm with!" Dash demanded nearly dropping Applejack again, the two so high up in the air it was a serious threat.


"B-because…"


"WHY!"


"Because!" she cried, struggling so much in the others hoof, knowing she couldn't keep it in and just screamed "BECAUSE I LOVE YOU!"


Rainbowdash dropped her with that, Applejack falling through the sky but the Pegasus caught her just as she was about to hit the ground landing them both on the grass and she just looked at Applejack lost and hurt.


"You s-said you didn't want me?" she said so confused… "Why are you saying this…?"


Applejack just wanted to run away… but there was nowhere to run to now, Rainbowdash knew… she was defenceless… and she just cried.


"I'm s-sorry!" she said, what had she done? Why couldn't she just let it go? Why couldn't she have kept it in, "I love you…!" she cried "I love you! I love you! I LOVE YOU!" she yelled and Dash just looked at her silently.


Applejack felt like she deserved to die… she was never meant to break anyone up… she was never meant to have things go this way.


Dash just stared at her, Applejack crying as they stood in the field.


And just whispered,


"I… love you too."


Applejack gulped when she heard that… she looked up to Dash in tears… a unwanted smile coming across her lips as she wiped her face and whispered,


"You don't mean that…"


But felt Dash approach her and kiss her, Applejack thinking this must all be in her head as she kissed Dash desperately back.


Their lips pushed together hard, Dash tasting some of AJ's tears on her tongue… and even though she knew how wrong this was… the heart she was breaking, she couldn't pull herself away from her, the two kissing for a few minutes in love before Applejack muttered scared,


"What about Pinkie…?"


"What about you?" Dash retorted and Applejack looked at her still with a scared face,


"What about YOU?" she asked back.


"I love you, Applejack…" Dash said in a whisper, hugging the pony tight in her hoofs, Applejack not knowing what else to say before Dash finally said quietly "…and I don't know what to do."


"Stay with me," Applejack said weakly, feeling Dash's warmness… feeling her heart beat against her own, "Let's just stay here for the night."


"What have I done…" Rainbow said quietly realizing now her choice; and she look into Applejack's green eyes… "Why did I do this?"


"Because you love me," Applejack said silently and Dash smiled at her weakly. She knew she would have to face what her decision had been tomorrow, but tonight… she couldn't leave Applejack.


She pushed the orange pony over, lying next to her on the grass as she looked into her sparkling eyes. The night finally here and the two looked up to the sky of stars.


All Rainbowdash wanted to do was kiss Applejack again and again, but knew she couldn't.


She had to first face Pinkie. She had to face what she had chosen,


…she had to break a heart.


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Chapter 10


Rainbowdash's eyes opened weakly as she stirred from the ground, feeling Applejack being held in her hoofs.


She looked slowly at the snoozing pony and smiled, she didn't remember how AJ had ended up in her hoofs during the night but she didn't care, and wrapped around her, hugging her tightly and heard a relaxed moan come from the orange horse.


In her sleepy daze, Dash could barely remember what she had to do today, just wanted to lay there with the pony she loved until the end of time.


She felt Applejack move slightly, the pony opening up her green eyes, and just sighed in relief when she saw that Pegasus, nuzzling into her, smelling her mane and Dash just giggled.


"You're still here," she heard Applejack say happily and felt her kiss her down her neck, hugging her tight back and Dash just laughed feeling slightly ticklish.


"You didn't think I'd leave you now?" she said slowly, feeling Applejack's hot breath against her and her body felt incredibly relaxed, free of all stress and filled with love that had finally been returned.


"I was jus' afraid I had imagined it all," Applejack said quietly and looked back into those amazing pink eyes, leaning her head forward to kiss Dash but the Pegasus rejected it by moving her face away and Applejack only ended up planting a kiss on her cheek. She looked up at Dash confused,


"What's wrong?"


"I can't do this until I end it with Pinkie."


Applejack admired Rainbowdash's loyalty but just pouted with a fed up breath out,


"I know…"


She felt Dash reach her hoof forward to hold her face as she kissed her on the cheek… just wanting to taste Applejack one more time before she had to face her problem and got up on her all fours, Applejack looking at her sadly.


"How long will you be?"


"However long as it takes." Dash said knowing what she was about to do was going to have bad consequences… she now blamed AJ a little for not telling her she loved her until after the announcement and began to take off from the ground, flying silently through the sky back to Ponyville and taking a deep breath in as she saw Pinkie's home. She descended weakly down and knocked on the door… she didn't know how she could do this.


She waited a few seconds before the door was opened by Mrs. Cake and smiled nervously.


"Hey, is Pinkie here?"


"Yes, she's up in her room." Mrs. Cake said happily and Dash nodded weakly, coming in and walking up the steps, knocking on Pinkie's door quietly before entering and saying with hardly a brave voice,


"Pinkie…?"


"Hi," she heard a voice call back and shut her eyes… how could she do this?


Pinkie came over to her with a smile, about to kiss Dash on the cheek but the Pegasus stepped away from her and Pinkie looked at her worried saying,


"You never came back last night…" she looked quietly into her face "were you fighting with AJ?"


"No," Rainbowdash said weakly and sighed "We need to talk."


Pinkie nearly lost her breath when she heard those words… those terrible words she never wanted to hear and wanted to escape from the scene… but there was no exit and she asked scared,


"About what?"


"I found Applejack last night…" Dash said weakly… how was she going to say this, say it to those loving eyes that looked like they were barely holding back tears "and she told me… she loves me."


No, this couldn't be happening, Pinkie just began to shake, her voice becoming a little unsteady as she asked, hoping Dash had done the right thing,


"What did you do?"


Rainbowdash couldn't stand seeing that distressed face, the pain she was causing and just said in near tears herself, "I kissed her,"


Pinkie felt like her heart at that moment had been ripped out saying quickly in panic "But you just weren't thinking, you came here to tell me you're sorry… I forgive Dashie! We can w-work through it!"


"Pinkie…" Dash said shaking terrified, not knowing how she could say it. Her heart beating fast as she looked at the pink pony… her marefriend and just said, "I love her too."


"No you don't!"


"Yes I do!" Dash said back, she couldn't keep in the lies she had been telling herself since she had been with Pinkie… she couldn't be with her, but breaking her heart was too much to take.


"We told all our friends!" Pinkie said desperately, NO! This couldn't just be it, this couldn't be the end when it had barely even begun "You let me tell all our friends! A-and now you're leaving me… FOR SOMEONE WHO HURT YOU?"


"Pinkie I love her!" Dash yelled back, how many times did she have to say it and tears just streamed down Pinkie's face, the pony crying in agony as she yelled.


"YOU LIED TO ME!" stepping back, she had to get away from her, "You made me believe that you LOVED ME!"


"Pinkie I do love you!" Dash said, desperate to take away those tears, "But not the same way!"


"GET OUT!" Pinkie yelled, throwing a pillow at her… she just wanted to hurt the Pegasus, make her feel the pain she was torturing her with "LEAVE ME ALONE!"


"Pinkie!" Dash said frightened for what she had done, "I'm sorry!"


"GET OUT!" Pinkie screamed and Dash didn't know what to do. She left in tears, she couldn't stand there seeing what she had caused.


Pinkie fell on her bed, her tears soaking into the blankets fast… she hated her! SHE HATED HER! But she couldn't get rid of the agonising pain… knowing that her love had been taken from her. That Rainbowdash had left her!


Dash just ran out of the house… what had she done? How could she have done this to Pinkie? But if she stayed with that pony all she would be doing is be living a lie. She didn't love her, she never loved her… she had always been a replacement for Applejack!


She took off into the air, tears falling from her eyes until she spotted Appleacres and landed at the door, crying in the pain she felt from Pinkie.


She knocked on the door desperately and saw Applejack open it, the orange pony's smile disappearing as she saw the hurt in her love's eyes and just felt Dash hug her whispering in tears.


"I caused her so much pain,"


Applejack stroked her mane, not knowing what else to do.


"I ruined her!"


"You didn't love her…" Applejack only whispered back, "You did what you had to."


How did Applejack always know what to say? She looked into her eyes, tears still streaming down her own but kissed AJ without another thought, allowing herself to be free… allowing herself to love her back but Applejack just withdrew.


"It's never a good idea when one's upset." She said with a small smile.


"But I want you," Dash said back in tears and Applejack just shook her head.


"You can help me out in the fields…" she whispered, kissing Dash weakly on the cheek and the Pegasus just nodded her head slowly, following Applejack out. As long as she had her, she knew this pain would go away...


XXXXX


Pinkie lay on her bed… her eyes not able to cry anymore… just feeling a tearing in her chest, a pain so brutal.


She had to tell everyone that she and Dash weren't together anymore.


Dash had let her make a fool of herself, let her believe she loved her. Had she been lying to her this whole time?


She didn't know what to say when the word soon spread about Applejack's and Rainbowdash's relationship.


There were ponies that whispered about it, others that didn't.


Her friends looking at her confused as she told them she wasn't with her anymore.


"Why?" Twilight asked.


She couldn't say that Dash had chosen Applejack over her.


"It's just over."


But they soon saw those two ponies with each other, the look in their eyes, and understood.


Pinkie couldn't bare it, everywhere she looked, everywhere she went… all ponies could talk about was Rainbowdash and Applejack.


"Good for them," she heard some say,


"It's disgusting." Others said.


"She was mine…" she only whispered to herself in tears… but no one knew besides her friends… no one knew that Dash was originally hers.


She soon started to see Dash smiling again as she looked at her in the distance… the Pegasus getting over her in only a few weeks, those happy eyes always looking at Applejack.


She just couldn't escape… her friends treating her cautiously, not bringing up the fact that the night she had announced hers and Dash's relationship was the night Dash had been stolen from her.


She was humiliated… humiliated to the ends of the world. But Dash could not see what she had done to her… didn't even look her way. The pain she had caused… the love she had crushed.


She was with Rarity who comforted her that Monday night, patting her softly on the back as the unicorn said quietly.


"Pinkie, we've been worried about you."


"Why…?" she asked barely.


"You haven't talked to us about what happened, sweetie, we're scared for you."


"She humiliated me… what else can I say."


"She didn't mean it… you two were only just beginning…" Rarity said trying to make her see everything for what is was "Most relationships end in the first two weeks."


"She made me believe she loved me."


"We all love you Pinkie," Rarity said, she couldn't stand seeing her friend like this, in this much pain "Please just come out with me tonight, we'll have tea at Twilight's… please dear."


The two were sitting at the table in Sugarcube corner. Rarity had come over to talk to her, to see how she was doing… the smell of treats from the kitchen door… the brightness of the house… yet all Pinkie was was in pain.


"Not tonight," Pinkie said weakly, her voice not even there "I just can't."


"Okay…" Rarity said worried… she had been trying for hours to make Pinkie see… but as time had gone by, her determination was starting to wear and she finally got up, "I'll see you tomorrow."


Pinkie said nothing to that and Rarity just shut the door, leaving her alone.


Pinkie only wanted the pain to go away… for her insides to stop hurting. She wanted ponies to stop laughing at her, to stop pitying her. She just wanted to be free… wanted to take away the pain.


She felt like there was no escape… nowhere to go. She was alone in this world, no one understood how she felt. She just wanted to die… not exist in so much pain.


Her eyes looked away to the glistening knife on the stand.


It reflected in her pupils as she looked at it.


XXXXX


The Apple home had grown in awkwardness among the family. Applejack didn't dare make her family feel weird, she wasn't the vindictive type, and when Rainbowdash had come over that night the two had only hurried to her room, being alone as they lay on her bed.


The two giggled as they lay beside each other, Dash looking into Applejack's amazing eyes… the last week had been the best week of her life.


Who knew love could be this good. Who knew love could be this incredible.


She smiled at her marefriend, caressing her face with her hoof and Applejack only grinned back asking,


"What ya thinkin'?"


"I'm thinking about you…" Dash said and rolled her eyes "Duh,"


AJ giggled "You really don't have many interests do ya?"


"This coming from the pony who has Apples for her cutie mark, lives on an apple farm and is named Applejack?" Dash teased and Applejack just laughed, tickling her suddenly, the Pegasus bursting out into hysteria as she tried to push AJ off but felt her lips suddenly been kissed and she kissed her like a maniac back.


When they broke apart Dash just grinned whispering "And you know what?"


"What?" Applejack asked with enticed eyes.


"You taste like apples too."


AJ just giggled, hugging Dash as she pulled her on top of her, rubbing her face against hers, just wanting to feel every part of the Pegasus.


Dash felt herself going hot being so close to Applejack… this truly had to be her imagination… life couldn't get this great and she whispered in her ear.


"Let's make love."


Applejack looked at her slowly, seeing Dash's infatuated eyes and muttered back.


"Are you sure?"


Rainbowdash just licked her on the cheek. She was positive.


The two began to kiss slowly, tasting each other deeply, but it soon grew more passionate, their lips eager to devour the others, their tongues slipping past each other in a desperate need.


Dash's body felt hot on hers… felt alive and AJ just grinded into her… feeling her lower half becoming alive… becoming hot with pleasure.


"Applejack..." she heard Dash moan into her ear and she just giggled, kissing down her neck and all over her body, the blue fur tasting like lollipops but felt Dash moan harder as she grinded against her faster and faster.


It felt like heaven, it felt like something had finally been found… their hearts beating hard, their lips kissing frantically.


Dash felt her body explode with pleasure, going through her hoofs to her head, hugging Applejack so tight as she panted, feeling the other kissing her all over, not getting enough of Dash's tasty body but just stopped when she heard the Pegasus start to giggle and looked up at her with a nervous smile.


"What's so funny?" she asked with a giggle back.


"This… I never in a million years thought that we would be having sex together."


"Well we were." Applejack chuckled and Dash just grabbed her face, kissing her hard as she felt Applejack moan loudly, getting hit in just the right spot down below before becoming completely sedated from endorphins and laid there with a dazed goofy face.


"I thought this was meant to be beautiful?" Dash asked as she rolled off her and lay beside her love grinning, "But I think we just made a mockery of the word love making"


"We can only get better," Applejack said panting tiredly and Dash just giggled, cuddling her and taking in her heat.


"You mean, I can only get better." She said with a wink and Applejack just laughed tiredly.


"Ever heard of modesty?" she replied with a grin. She just felt Dash kiss her down her neck and giggled feeling ticklish, "S-stop!" she laughed but felt Dash's kiss break away as there was a knock on the door and Applejack looked up saying confused.


"Who is it?"


"It's Big Mac."


"What ya want?" she asked with a cheeky yell and the two sat up as the door opened, her brother looking at them with pained eyes. Something didn't seem right.


"What's wrong?" she asked confused and he said quietly,


"Fluttershy's downstairs."


The two looked at each other confused and got out of bed, walking down the stairs warily seeing a meak pony full of tears at the front door. The two looked at her worried.


"Fluttershy, what's wrong?" Dash asked not understanding why she was crying.


Fluttershy took a gulp as she looked at them with watery eyes,


"Pinkie's in hospital."


Dash froze stiff when she heard that… what?


"Why?" Applejack asked quietly, this couldn't be right... it didn't make sense and Fluttershy just whispered.


"She tried to kill herself."


Nothing mattering once those words were said.


Nothing.


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Chapter 11


"We have to see her,"


That was the only thing that came out of Applejack's mouth. A determination to see what had happened, to understand what had happened.


Fluttershy just cried at the door, her hoof trying to hide her distraught face and Applejack headed outside but Dash only whispered.


"I can't…"


"We have too." Applejack said looking at her with strong eyes.


This couldn't be true… this had to be a dream… Dash felt like her body had gone into shock, she couldn't move… couldn't breathe… this wasn't r-real.


"I had to tell you two," Fluttershy whimpered, "In case she doesn't make it through the night, we have to all be there."


"What…?" Dash asked in barely heard words.


"She stabbed herself in her gut, she might b-bleed out!" Fluttershy cried, Applejack trying to comfort her but she only shrunk back from them, "You have to come."


"Okay…" Dash only whispered… how could this be happening?


The trip to the hospital didn't even seem like it happened, one minute they were there the next standing in the halls of the white wards, Dash not feeling like she was present, that she was just watching as things happened around her.


They saw Twilight and Rarity in the waiting room, Rarity crying, the Cakes across the room holding each other in pain.


Twilight seemed to have a dead face on her, one of hate… one of confusion… and one that just seemed to need a reason for this happening.


Until she saw AJ and Dash.


"She's in surgery," she said in a quiet voice, Dash finding it hard to breathe, to live in this time and space and only heard Rarity whimper,


"I never should've l-left her… I saw the signs and I just l-left."


"You didn't know," Twilight said, putting her hoof around Rarity to stop the tears, "We all thought she'd be alright."


"What could make her do this?" Fluttershy cried weakly, Dash feeling her heart stop beating with that question, "What could drive a pony to this."


"Fillyfooling…"


Everyone grew silent as Twilight said those words, Applejack just staring at her in disbelief.


"We all know that is what."


"That has nothin' to do with it!" AJ yelled at her, she couldn't believe she was actually hearing this. Twilight said nothing… but it was clear she was thinking it… Applejack couldn't believe she still had this prejudice after everything.


"She was confused…" Twi only muttered… trying to find a cause for this, to understand the reason with her analytic mind. Applejack couldn't stand that one simple excuse.


"That's not why."


Dash just stood there amongst the noise… the crying, the fighting, the accusing but all she felt inside her was the knowing.


Knowing she had led her to it… it was her fault… her f-fault.


If Pinkie didn't survive this… what would she do?


And then the waiting game began. The silence falling over as everyone just waited, the white lights dim, midnight passing, one o clock... two o clock.


A doctor finally came out, every pony looking at him and he said.


"She's in the recovery ward… we saved her."


"Oh thank heavens!" Mrs. Cake only cried, "We have to see her."


"Then you should come back tomorrow… she needs her rest." The doctor only said with soft tired words and left the group, the friends and family only looking at each other quietly before Applejack said weakly,


"We all need our rest."


Twilight looked at Applejack angrily… how could she be so cold about this issue… she had said nothing about Pinkie's hurt all night, seeming to blame the pony instead of what she and Dash had led her too. She just couldn't understand it.


Dash only looked down the hall after the doctor… wanting to see Pinkie, apologize, beg for forgiveness… it was eating her up… the guilt… the pain she had caused that had led to a near suicide. It was her fault.


"Come on Rainbow,"


She looked at Applejack quietly… and shook her head.


"I have to stay."


Applejack's eyes widened confused. If Dash stayed here, she knew she would only be torturing herself with the wait.


"Please come home with me," she asked weakly. Everyone's eyes were on the two and Dash only shook her head whispering,


"I can't."


"Okay," Applejack said and returned back to her seat, their friends only watching them and the Cakes got up weakly, leaving the scene but the elemental ponies all stayed.


Applejack put her hoof over Dash who only stared out at nothing, Fluttershy getting something to eat from the cafeteria and Rarity just weeping in silence.


Twilight only looked at Applejack… the first one wanting to leave, the only one that didn't seem half affected by what had happened and she just couldn't understand her coldness.


Time moved by slowly until dawn started to approach, light coming through the windows weakly at first but soon the day came and no pony was home in their bed… but waiting to see Pinkie… praying that she was alright.


"Rainbow…" Applejack said quietly to her marefriend, seeing the frozen face and only said to her in silence "It wasn't your fault."


All the friends looked at the two… their eyes realizing now the pony who was the most affected and Twilight knew that what Applejack had said was true.


It wasn't Dash's fault… it was AJ's.


She was the one that broke Dash and Pinkie up… led Pinkie to this act and all she could do was reassure Dash when she should be blaming herself, they all should be blaming themselves.


A nurse came over to them with a small smile,


"Would a couple of you like to visit her now?"


"Yes p-please," Rarity said in a shivering voice and got up, Fluttershy following her and the nurse shook her head as Twilight was about to pursue,


"Only a couple at a time. When they're done you can go in."


"Okay," she said quietly but felt awkward being left behind with the two who had created this situation… she knew if she talked to them it would only lead to anger.


"Are you okay to go in Rainbow?" Applejack asked Dash quietly looking into her eyes softly, "Because if you can't do it today… we can come back."


"I have to see her," Dash only whispered and Applejack just nodded her head, becoming quiet but Twilight asked.


"Are you going to see her, AJ?"


Applejack looked at her with a distant face "Not today."


"I think you should."


"I don't want to." Applejack pressed and Twilight hated how she was acting… what was wrong with her?


"Can I talk to you in private?" she said hard and Applejack only lowered her eyebrows, getting up and the two walked away to another hall, Dash still only looking into space.


"Why are you acting this way?" Twilight asked then and there, "Why don't you care about what you did?"


"What did I do?" Applejack asked back coldly.


"You and Dash made her do this.. I can't stand seeing you just thinking this is nothing!"


"I don't think it's NOTHING." Applejack said back angrily but kept her voice steady, "But I am not going to feel sorry for her. What Pinkie did was selfish."


"Selfish?" Twilight asked taken back by that statement, "How was it selfish? You two LEFT her in the COLD!"


"It was selfish!" Applejack only replied back in anger "She was only thinking about herself! She didn't care enough about others to see what she was doing."


"She was in pain!"


"SHE CHOSE TO KILL HERSELF!" Applejack only yelled back, but took a deep breath as Twilight only stared at her shocked. Applejack nearly had tears ready to come out but held them back… no, she would not cry over something so pitiful.


"My parents…" She simply said, "…are dead… and you don't think I know what it was like to be in her pain?" Twilight looked at her not understanding this hate and Applejack only said quietly


"I've been there… but I was never that selfish."


She left after that, leaving Twilight in the cold and went back to Dash… knowing that the ones in the true hurt were Pinkie's friends and family… how could she just do this?


Rarity and Fluttershy came back into the hall. Their eyes were in tears, they appearance just sadness and Dash knew she had to go in and apologize… she had to be forgiven… she could barely think of anything else.


She got up ready to head in but looked back at Applejack scared.


"Go on," the orange pony said with a soft voice and Dash took a deep breath heading in nervously.


The room was shrouded in shadows… there was a blood bag hanging over the bed, machines monitoring and she nearly froze when she saw Pinkie lying there… her face drained of life… her mane down straight.


"Pinkie…" Dash said in barely any words.


The pink pony didn't look at her… her blue eyes only gazing down to her hoofs… the cuts she had given herself and Dash only cried… afraid to get any closer,


"I'm so s-sorry…"


There was no reply.


"I…" Dash whispered, taking a brave step closer, but her heart was so afraid, "I didn't know it was this bad…"


Pinkie only closed her eyes… the room silent and Dash couldn't take it,


"P-please say something!"


The pink mare just looked at her… her eyes soulless as she said quietly.


"You hurt me so much… and you didn't even care."


"I didn't understand!" Dash said back in tears, "I didn't know you were like that!"


"But you should've."


Dash became silent, tears streaming weakly down her cheeks as she saw those dead eyes look at her.


"You put me through so much pain… so much and didn't even care. You didn't even talk to me… you did nothing and I only pray,"


Dash looked at her, her heart barely beating… listening.


"I only pray that you feel the pain I felt… and that it kills you… like you nearly killed me."


"P-pinkie…?" Dash only whispered in disbelief, Pinkie hated her… she hated her enough to want her dead, "I'm SORRY!"


"leave… me…ALONE!" Pinkie yelled and Dash stepped back in terror… she couldn't stay and see her like this… the hate in her eyes… the pain she had caused.


She left the room and stood out in the hall barely breathing.


Pinkie hated her… hated her more than life that she had tried to kill herself to get away from her.


She had led Pinkie to that knife.


She was the one that stabbed her.


I-it was her fault… it was all her fault… and everyone knew.


Applejack sat out in the hall… her head annoying her again with nausea… it kept coming on the past couple of days, but ignored it quickly when she saw Rainbowdash walk quietly down the hall and got up saying to her,


"Are you okay?"


"I did it…" Dash only whispered, looking quietly into Applejack's eyes, "I was the one that held that knife last night."


"DON'T SAY THAT." Applejack said sternly, "Never say that."


"I'm a monster…" Dash only cried in weak tears and Applejack only held her, saying in love.


"We're leaving…"


"I can't go."


"You're not staying here." She responded and Dash only cried as AJ led her out… but all she felt was eyes staring at her… judging her for what she did… everyone knew now… all her friends knew the monster she was.


Time went by slowly from that point… Applejack feeling sicker but not knowing if it was from the stress she was encapsulated in… Dash's self-loathing… or her friends vanishing from her life in the week that came… only hearing news from her brother when Pinkie had gotten out of the hospital.


It was all too much and it was all because of that pony's selfish act.


Applejack hated how she ended up back in that building a week from the day Pinkie had been omitted. Standing in the room as she waited for the doctor to return.


She couldn't stand Rainbowdash blaming herself for something that was not her fault… for her friends all in the pain Pinkie had caused and sighed, looking down to the ground before the doctor re-entered and said with a smile.


"It's good news."


"Good… I need some about now," Applejack only muttered… she just wished things were normal again, that life was good and the doctor smiled.


"Then get ready. You're pregnant!"


...What?


Applejack only looked at him slowly… no… not this… anything but this.


"Are you sure…?" she asked, begging he had gotten the wrong chart and he just looked at her confused.


"Oh I'm positive Miss Apple… who's the lucky stallion?"


Just hoping life would be normal again seemed like a distant memory now… as she stood there in that room… feeling like things would never be the same.


And how would she tell Rainbow…


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Chapter 12


Everywhere she felt the judgement… felt the eyes stare at her, the whispers.


And she deserved them… she deserved it all.


The only one that still loved her; saw her as real and not a monster was her, her angel,


…Applejack,


And she couldn't know life without her, pulling her through.


Rainbow walked down the streets, but her heart nearly froze when she saw that pink pony walk her way.


The pink mane straight and dead… bandages around her stomach, her eyes empty and Dash only said,


"I'm sorry…"


The pink pony only walked past her, all the horses around watching the scene and Dash just felt tears fall from her eyes…


Everyone knew.


She took off from the ground and flew away from the town, no matter how much she tried she knew how everyone saw her, knew the monster she was and there was nothing that could be done about it.


She was a hated horse, she knew she was.


And all she had now was Applejack.


XXXX


Applejack came home, her body tense with fear; her head hurting her and only wanted to run away from this situation she had gotten herself in.


She never thought that sleeping with Buckweed would come back to haunt her as she now held his foal in her womb, her whole world being put on pause as she tried to realize what to do.


"What did the doctor say?"


She paused, looking behind her to see Big Mac was there in the room with her and knew she had to tell someone… anyone to release this burden.


"He said I'm pregnant."


Big Mac's face literally became empty with the surprise, as he took a small step forward.


"You are?"


Applejack only nodded her head, holding back her own disbelief and Big Mac only asked,


"Is it Buckweed's…?"


"Yes…"


He didn't know what to do now… besides the obvious question,


"Are ya gonna tell him?"


"No." Applejack said in one short word, "He can never know."


"But what will ponies say?" he asked confused, wanting to know what to do and she just crossed her eyebrows replying.


"It don't matter what ponies say, it only matters how this affects Rainbow."


Big Mac looked at her shocked. So it didn't matter if Buckweed wasn't told as long as that Pegasus knew.


"How can you not tell Buckweed?"


"Because I don't want him in my life." Applejack said coldly… she knew what she was saying was harsh, but if Buckweed ever discovered this it would only complicate things… and the only pony that needed to know was Rainbow Dash. She was the only one that mattered.


She looked at her brother with a serious stressed face, heading away to the kitchen to eat something, her stomach starving and Big Mac just stood there, not understanding.


If he ever got a mare pregnant he would have to know… not telling Buckweed would be the cruellest thing… the young colt was leaving back to his farm tomorrow… how could she keep this news from him?


He only stared at his sister and shook his head, going away outside, leaving Applejack to her own worries… for she had far more than him now.


What will I tell Rainbow? She thought as she ate her apple, she's gone through so much… but if this gets out before she knows… it'll kill her.


She stopped chewing realizing then and there… the doctor knew, some nurses knew, her brother knew. She had to get to Dash before the news spread like wild fire.


She swallowed down her food and got up, heading outside the house and going into town.


She saw Fluttershy walking down the street and stopped her with the simple question,


"Where's Rainbow…"


Fluttershy went quiet… she hadn't talked to AJ in a week, and just looked at her nervously.


"How are you?" she only asked in a meek voice.


"Please Fluttershy," Applejack asked in a beg, "Do you know?"


Fluttershy took a scared breath, "I saw her fly away from town half an hour ago. She was heading in the direction of her house… she was crying."


That nearly pierced AJ, the last sentence, and she just gave Fluttershy a weak pat on the back.


"Thanks."


Leaving her after that and running in the direction of Rainbow's cloud house.


She had never been inside that house, it being made of clouds and none accessible to earth ponies. But that never bothered her, it had only ever mattered that Rainbow could stay at hers.


She reached it soon, looking up scared as she called,


"Rainbow!"


There was no reply and she took a breath as she yelled louder,


"Rainbow, please come out!"


She watched quietly as Dash flew weakly out of the clouds and landed down beside her… pain the only thing in her eyes.


"Why are you doing this to ya self?" Applejack asked her barely.


"Because I deserve to suffer." She only said in near tears and AJ just hugged her… oh god, how was she going to say it? She looked at her nervously,


"We need to be in private." She whispered, and Rainbowdash looked at her confused.


"Why? What's wrong..?"


Applejack bit her lip, but saw the woods only a few minutes away and nodded her that direction, Rainbow dash only following her with her head to the ground.


They reached it shortly afterwards and Applejack looked around nervously.


She sighed… looking into Dash's pink eyes and only said.


"I'm pregnant."


Everything seemed to grow silent… the wind stopped blowing, the trees stopped swaying, birds stopped tweeting and Rainbowdash's heart stopped beating.


Applejack had betrayed her.


"Who. Is. He."


Was all she asked. Her voice in dead anger.


The horse she loved had betrayed her.


"It happened before we were together!" Applejack said quickly scared, she had never seen such rage and Rainbowdash just said,


"What's His Name."


"I won't tell you unless you listen!" Applejack only said, Rainbowdash's stillness was frightening her.


The Pegasus took a deep breath in… regaining air in her lungs and Applejack only spilled it out,


"I slept with him the day I told you I loved you. I slept with him to convince myself that I didn't love you but it only convinced me that I COULDN'T be with anyone but you!" She only saw tears swell up in Dash's eyes and said in a cry of her own "It was a MISTAKE! But if I had never slept with him I wouldn't have realized how much I love you. PLEASE!"


Dash felt like her heart was struggling to beat… Applejack had been with someone else… she was carrying some colt's foal, she could never carry hers and all she asked was,


"Does he know?"


"No, and he will never find out… tell me how you feel?" she begged… Dash's face was one of pure misery, pure disbelief but Applejack needed to know something more than that and all Dash replied back with was tears… whispering.


"AJ…" looking at that beautiful orange mare, the one that was still with her after all she had done, "I love you, I don't care what you did." Looking into those amazing green eyes as she said,


"AJ, I can't live without you."


Applejack only felt her own eyes fill with tears as she hugged Dash tight, the two holding each other in one another's hoofs as they weeped but Dash only said, looking into AJ's eyes,


"We can run away… no one will know."


Applejack stopped her tears in hearing that, looking at Dash confused and said slowly,


"What?"


"This isn't my home Applejack… I'm not wanted here anymore." Dash just said with a cry, "I'm a monster here… everyone hates me, and there's nothing I can do to fix this."


"Rainbow," Applejack said shaking her head and let go of her. She said with a smile "I hav' to show you something… come with me."


Rainbow Dash looked at her a little afraid as the two left the woods… going somewhere she didn't know, but knowing she couldn't go back to that town.


XXXX


The awkwardness he had put himself in since that terrible dump had made Buckweed think he must be some brave horse.


Who would have known Applejack was a fillyfooler… she did not seem like one at all.


He had kept out of her way mostly, avoiding her in the house and just working out in the fields but in time he knew he couldn't remain in this mixed up situation, especially when he heard of what happened to her friend, that pink pony… and it was because Applejack had fallen for her rainbow coloured girlfriend.


He had never been around so much drama… but being around depression, plus his awkward feelings for a mare that would never be returned, was too much to take and he had to escape back home to his plantation.


He was sweating when he arrived back into the Apple house, the hard work had killed him but he knew he couldn't leave the family without showing that he could make a last great harvest and went to the kitchen, getting a drink but paused when he saw Big Mac at the table… the older horse seeming in stress.


"You okay Big Mac?" he asked with a friendly smile, "Everything goin' alright…?"


Big Mac shook his head and Buckweed felt awkward, knowing his absence from tomorrow onwards would really affect the family.


"I'm sorry I hav' to leave tomorrow," he admitted… "But I just feel like if I stayed things will only get worse."


Big Mac looked at the kind colt with sad eyes. How could Applejack want to keep this from him? It was wrong. It was wrong to not tell this horse. It was his child, his foal she was carrying and he just said in a scared voice… but knowing he could not keep this secret.


"Buckweed," he said quietly, the young colt looking at him with a confused face, "I hav' somethin' to tell ya."


XXXX


"Look."


Rainbowdash didn't want to open her eyes but did, and looked across over the cliff to the land below feeling tears rise to her eyes. She looked quietly to Applejack and only asked,


"Why are you showing me this."


"Because all you've been looking at is Pinkie," AJ said with a soft smile, "You haven't bothered to look at the whole picture."


"All I see is a town that hates me…" Dash said quietly in tears, "A place that wishes I had been the one to try and kill herself, not her."


"Look at everythin'!" Applejack just said, grabbing Rainbow's head and pointing down to the beauty of the Ponyville,


Their home,


"This won't last forever. This pain won't always be. Everythin' will be alright."


"How do you know?" Dash only cried, turning away from the town and back to Applejack, "How do you know?"


"Because I just do," Applejack said with a smile, and sighed continuing, "Before I told you about my pregnancy… I was terrified that you may just leave me… but you didn't." she kissed her on her cheek, wrapping her hoofs around her as she whispered, "And you know why? Because the past doesn't matter… only the future."


"AJ… I can't stay here," Dash just said with tears coming down her face and Applejack just shook her head.


"Well you can go, but I'm stayin'."


"Applejack?"


The two froze as they looked behind them seeing Buckweed standing there with a face of disbelief on him.


"Buckweed," Applejack said in surprise… what the hell was he doing here, "I thought you were preparing to go home?"


"You're carrying my foal?" he asked with barely a voice… only confused and angry, "and you were never going to tell me?"


Applejack only froze… he knew. She looked at him in silence.


"Please… don't do this," she said weakly, "Not right now…"


"Can I please talked to you?" he asked and she hated how nothing could be kept secret in this town.


She sighed, nodding barely and he looked to Dash saying quietly,


"Can she leave?"


Rainbow Dash only looked at him in disbelief… how had he found out, she had only been told a few hours ago and already her future was being taken out of her control yet again. She looked at AJ who only nodded to her and took a breath, taken flight.


She flew away to a cliff further off and only looked at the two, worry and caution coming over her.


Buckweed stared at Applejack still with a face that had been betrayed and asked,


"So you were never goin' ta tell me?"


"I just didn't think it was the time." She said weakly,


"And would it hav been time once the foal had been born?" he asked with anger that was so pure it made her step back afraid, the edge of the cliff just under her legs.


"Applejack, what were you thinkin'?" he asked, he had never felt such betrayal, such rage "That two mares could raise it?"


"Yes," she said back in anger, "Why couldn't we!"


"It's not right! I'M THE FATHER!" he yelled and Applejack stepped back again, feeling rocks break off the edge of cliff and she looked at him scared.


"Please don't lose your temper!" she said fast and he only stared at her furious, grabbing her in a shake,


"WHY ARE YOU DOING THIS!"


But it was too late, as when he shook her she had slipped frightened,


And fell off the cliff.


She dropped faster than a bullet, Buckweed yelling in horror,


"APPLEJACK!"


Rainbowdash heard her love's name the second it was yelled and everything became slow as she saw Applejack fall through the sky, about to smash into the ground and she took off, speeding so fast as her heart beat in terror, Applejack a second from the ground before she sonic boomed so hard that she caught her with so much impact,


A snap was heard.


The two toppled over on the ground as Rainbowdash caught her breath in worry, shaking Applejack quickly to wake her up,


"AJ you alright?"


Applejack only lied there… not making a sound, her eyes closed and Dash shook her harder.


Something was wrong.


"Applejack get up! Don't mess AROUND!"


No response. The pony just lied there.


"APPLEJACK!" she yelled.


No! This couldn't be happening! Her eyes began to water, none of this made sense as she screamed to Buckweed,


"GET HELP!"


He left and Dash shook Applejack again harder and harder, tears coming to her eyes in desperation.


Why wasn't she waking up? Why wasn't she responding!


"Please WAKE UP!" Dash yelled at her, shaking her in tears, "DON'T LEAVE M-ME!"


This was not their future! This was not real!


She cried as she held her close to her… her tears falling on the orange pony's fur… as she cried in loss…


Her world being taken from her… her angel,


...Applejack


Not this…


…not t-this.


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Chapter 13


The running of the trolley down the flashing halls, Rainbowdash only following in tears as nurses and doctors pushed Applejack into the emergency room.


All she could do was stand there, watch as her future was being taken away… her love, her purpose for staying alive through all the misery.


"Please wait out here!" a nurse told her holding her back and Dash just tried to rush past her, desperate to be by Applejack's side but she was only held back.


"P-PLEASE SAVE HER!" she begged the ponies, "DON'T LET HER DIE!"


But all she knew… the thing that made it worse than life itself…


Was that she was the one that had caused the snap…


When she caught Applejack that's all she heard.


She had destroyed the only thing that was keeping her ALIVE!


Her love… her heart.


None of it mattered now.


The future. Gone. Her friends. Gone.


Applejack…


Gone.


Hours flew by like minutes as all her former friends… Applejack's family, showed up at the hospital.


The screams, the anger.


But none of it mattered. Only the pony that was lying in the ward, machines attached to her, her body on life support and all the ponies stood there when the news was told in weak words.


Dash shutting her eyes in agony.


"The blood has been cut off from her brain…"


"she miscarried… I'm sorry."


All the ponies looking at the doctor as she said in her lifeless voice, hitting Buckweed what he had done and he just left in tears not staying to hear the last bit-


"She's brain dead."


Leaving this place and never coming back.


Dash felt herself walk backwards… backwards through time as she watched things rewind,


The fall… the pregnancy… the suicide attempt… I love you!… sleeping with a pony she didn't love… the fights and at last the rain fell around her as she stood out in that storm, Applejack ushering her inside her home where everything began that would lead up to this event.


"S-she can't be…" she said with a shaky voice, "SHE CAN'T BE!"


"APPLEJACK!" she yelled as she tried to get past the ponies to the one that lay on the bed lifeless, "TELL THEM YOU'RE ALIVE! STOP PRETENDING!"


Big Mac held her back, Dash trying to rip away from him, her tears running down her face… her life over!


When he let go of her she only fell on Applejack's bed that night… crying as she held the blankets close to her, crying there until all her tears were gone and just screamed, screamed her heart out to the very last.


Days went by… but it didn't go away.


The pain was too much, the agonizing ripping of her chest.


She couldn't breathe, couldn't stand. She couldn't see her lay there in that hospital bed, tubes connected to her… making her breathe… keeping alive a dead body.


This wasn't their destiny… wasn't meant to be.


The future didn't exist anymore,


Nothing did...


XXXX


Twilight stood by Applejack's bed, looking at her… and how the last thing they had talked about was how Applejack was cold to Pinkie.


Seeing that body lie there… no chance for recovery she finally understood what Applejack meant.


And why Pinkie had been selfish.


But there must be a way, there had to be a way to solve this.


She owed her that much… she had to at least try.


She left that room and walked through those empty halls, her life only having one purpose now, to save Applejack's.


She walked down the streets but stopped dead when she saw that pony coming toward her, her mane straight and Twilight just growled.


"Pinkie."


"Hey…" the pink pony replied quietly, afraid to look her in the eye… knowing the whole situation with AJ and how the focus had been put on someone else for a change.


"Don't just say hey." Twilight said quietly, "Do you know what happened?"


"Of course I do…" she said, her eyes growing watery, "But what can I do about it?"


"Huh," Twilight scoffed, and just looked Pinkie dead in the eye,


"You had everyone wrapped up in pain from your suicide attempt… but it didn't matter to you?"


"Why are you talking like this?" Pinkie cried.


"Because YOU had a life but you chose to kill yourself!" Twilight said in so much rage the pink pony looked at her only in tears, "But Applejack… she didn't have a choice."


"Don't you think I KNOW THAT!" Pinkie yelled, her eyes red and wet from crying.


"So why haven't I seen you by her side…?"


Pinkie became silent, only crying weak tears and Twilight just stared at her, but she didn't care how much Pinkie was in pain. Cos' Pinkie had never cared about them.


"See ya," she said with a mutter and walked past her, Pinkie watching her go with no words… knowing now the agony she had caused her friends.


And it was her own doing… that brought upon everything.


She had to see that pony… the one that couldn't talk… couldn't breathe… couldn't live.


And say her goodbye… make amends with the only one that could forgive her.


XXXX


Twilight went through all her books desperately. She read every word, looking through everything for the cure. The miracle that would fix everything but no, it couldn't be found.


She searched and searched, days going by, not eating… not drinking. There had to be fix.


"COME ON!" she yelled, frustrated as she slammed the fiftieth book to the ground… where was it! The answer that would fix this!


She looked to her book shelf and took a breath… she pulled out the book about dark magic. Magic that wasn't meant to be done, that always required a sacrifice… that was forbidden, but what choice did she have.


She opened it up on her book stand and turned the pages till she found one about life.


And the miracle was saw.


She looked at it… this was it.


Life restored to a nearly soulless body… bringing back blood in the veins, air to the lungs.


Restoring what once was.


But then she saw the sacrifice.


Magic


And that it only had a one in two chance.


XXXX


Pinkie stood there before the sleeping body… one of no consciousness and just looked at her, a scared expression on her own face as she whispered.


"Applejack…"


There was no response. Pinkie took a shaky breath and tried to talk but her words just stuttered out.


"It was never m-meant to be you… It was not your time…" she cried in lost tears "I don't know why the heavens did this… b-but if I could, I'd swap our places…" she whispered "because you didn't deserve t-this."


"Applejack." She whispered, a tear rolling down her cheek.


"You n-never stole Rainbowdash from me…" smiling as she looked at that sleeping pony


"She was always yours…"


She held her hoof quietly, feeling Applejack's warmth that was the only indication of life… she knew in a few days the plug would be pulled… that this pony would only be a memory.


A happy memory… because she was so much.


"Good bye…" she whispered, letting go of her and walking outside but when she closed Applejack's door she froze, seeing Dash coming down the hall.


All life gone from that blue Pegasus.


"Dash," she said quietly "I'm so sorry-"


"I u-understand…"


She paused, looking into the lifeless eyes and asked weakly,


"What…?"


"I understand why you did it…" Rainbowdash only said in a voice that wasn't even there "Your w-wish came true… I know your pain."


"Dashie, I'm so sorry," she said in a whimper, trying to console her but Rainbowdash only pushed by her, going into Applejack's room and stood there looking at the brain dead pony.


Pinkie stopped the door before it shut completely and just listened.


"Applejack…" she heard Rainbow say.


The Pegasus stood there, looking over at the pony she loved.


"I never meant for this to happen… but it'll be okay."


Pinkie froze when she heard the next few words, a weak voice… one so hollow, one so empty…


"We'll be together soon."


She ran away quickly, hiding behind the wall as Dash came out, walking slowly out of the hospital. But Pinkie couldn't hide from this… she couldn't let this happen. What was she doing? She ran out to her shouting,


"Rainbow-!"


But the Pegasus wasn't there. No… she had to find her.


She ran out of the hospital, yelling to the sky "RAINBOW!"


But Dash was nowhere… SHE HAD TO FIND HER.


Twilight saw the pink pony run away and she only watched her go, walking with fear into that building of death and down the hollow hall, opening Applejack's door and shut her eyes.


Every time she saw that body… her heart literally broke.


But she had to do this.


She stood beside the bed and whispered into the lifeless ear,


"Please come back… please."


As she started to recite the spell quietly,


A choice for the one on the brink of life


A choice that they behold


To come back now from all their strife


Or to simply to let go


And upon this choice a sacrifice


Magic of the unicorn


She closed her eyes, as her horn started to glow… glowing brighter and brighter till the whole room was filled with light, till the hall filled with light, till the hospital shone light through all its windows in a blast.


XXXX


Rainbowdash had always loved excitement… loved to compete.


She loved the thrill of life… the speed, the rush.


How time always seemed to fly by and she flew with it.


How life had always giving her love and friends.


How she had been happy.


But as she flew higher and higher up in the sky, so high she nearly reached the heavens she just kept seeing what life had taken.


The pony it had taken.


A lover. A partner… a friend.


Her best friend.


Her heart.


A companion, a listener,


A soul mate…


Her soul mate.


But now she chose what was to be taken… what she had power over deciding.


Her life.


And how worthless it was now without that face smiling at her,


Laughing with her.


Kissing her…


And saying those words,


"I love you."


Rainbowdash reached her final destination, hovering there as she looked down to the distant ground… and how she was going to be meeting it with a bang.


All she had to do was stop flying and fall.


And when she hit the ground all her pain would be gone… and she could be with her.


In bliss.


She closed her wings and fell.


Wind gushed by her, clouds passing by like lightning and all she heard was that voice,


Before I told you about my pregnancy… I was terrified that you may just leave me… but you didn't And you know why? Because the past doesn't matter… only the future.


Hearing her laughter,


We can only get better


Hearing her confession


BECAUSE I LOVE YOU!


The ground getting closer and she only felt tears fly from her eyes as she heard her own voice say,


AJ… I can't live without you


And the yell suddenly reached her ears as a voice screamed,


"RAAAAINBOW!"


A voice so familiar and she felt her wings stretch out.


No she couldn't stop this, there was no point.


"PLEASE DON'T DIE!"


She opened both her wings… she was so close but when she heard that terrified voice she only saw herself,


Crying when she saw Pinkie in the hospital and landed on her hoofs softly,


Before falling over in tears.


"W-why?"


Pinkie looked at Dash angrily, tears of fury pouring down her face as she yelled, "WHY WOULD YOU TRY TO DO THIS!"


Rainbowdash only weeped, her heart beating radically as the exhilaration of the fall finally caught up and all the Pegasus asked, begged,


"Why did you call my n-name?"


"Dashie..." she said heartbroken "...why?"


"I was nearly with h-her" Rainbow only cried in a stutter, and looked at Pinkie in pain "So why did you call my name?"


"Because I couldn't let you do this… when I never told you where it would take you." Pinkie said in tears, and looked at Rainbow dash straight in the eyes,


The Pegasus only looked at her in sorrow… agony.


"When I was lying there bleeding…" Pinkie whispered to her, that night in her eyes "All I saw when the life left me was,"


Dash looked at her in silence… listening.


"What…"


"Nothing…" Pinkie said quietly, and looked at her with hurt "I saw… nothing… just darkness and you know what I felt?"


The Pegasus just watched her in tears.


"Pain…" she whispered "it didn't go away… it just intensified."


Pinkie tried to hold back the tears as she finally told of her experience, "And then I woke up."


"But I won't be waking up."


"It won't take you to her…" Pinkie only whispered, looking at Rainbowdash silently "And you will lose everything you loved about her… her memory, her laugh… because all you'll have... is nothing."


Rainbowdash only looked at her, her face in pain, soaked from tears. That couldn't be it… that couldn't be the end of it.


And she cried.


"I don't w-won't her to die…" she wailed, her tears only soaking into the ground, "I DON'T WANT HER TO DIE."


"I know you d-don't," Pinkie said quietly, sitting down beside Dash as she held the weeping pony, "But if the heavens choose to take her… it would be because, she was beautiful."


Dash cried in Pinkie's hoofs, knowing there was nowhere to go now… death not an option… but life an even worse one.


She just cried and cried until all her tears ran out and her body grew numb… until she had to breathe again…


And all she did was sit there in Pinkie's hoofs, her body feeling nothing, her soul dead from trying… until the pink pony whispered.


Knowing there was still one thing that had to be done,


Until it was too late.


"You have to say goodbye."


Rainbowdash became silent. She looked up at Pinkie with a gulp and saw those loving eyes. She said with a weak voice.


Reality coming back into existence.


"I k-know…"


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Chapter 14


Rainbowdash felt nothing in her body. All the tears were gone, all the pain subdued as she faced the final chapter of her life with Applejack.


She had imagined one night that when their time to depart would come; they would be old and ready to leave this world.


It was just a thought she had had that night when she laid with her in that grassy field… a crazy thought.


When she saw that horse beneath her under that cliff with closed eyes… barely a breath, reality hit her in how precious the now was… because it would soon only be the past, a memory.


The past was not always a happy place, but it would only keep growing with every second.


Whereas the future was crueller.


One couldn't predict the future… it was in the hands of no one… yet everyone.


And everyone had paid a part in the future she was now living in.


Soon this present moment of numbness would fade and she would have to feel again. Soon her eyes would grow strong and she could cry again.


Soon Applejack would be gone.


But she was still there, waiting for Rainbow Dash to say good bye to her.


Life was not always fair… but one thing was certain. It didn't favour anyone over someone else. It was all just a random pick, a quick snip of a thread and a life was gone.


She stood there in front of the hospital doors… the sun shining brightly down, the grass green, birds tweeting.


She was scared.


She was scared to go inside, because she knew once she did it was going to be the past… and that Applejack's plug was going to be pulled.


Pinkie stood beside her, the pony that had comforted her hours ago as she lay on that grass crying… the pony she had thought had hated her… but now there was no ill feelings between them.


There was no point as life was so short.


"Are you okay?"


She looked to Pinkie weakly and shook her head,


"N-no…"


"You don't have to do this today…"


"I do…" she said. For one thing about now was that it was unpredictable… and Applejack may just not be breathing if she waited any longer.


She pushed weakly open the doors and looked through the halls, ponies talking, some laughing, some crying but when they saw her they all stop… and just looked at her.


Dash took a nervous step in, looking at the quiet horses as they watched her walk silently through the halls… she didn't know why they all stopped talking… and didn't know why some started to smile at her.


Was this some sort of cruel joke… everyone knew who she was and why she was here.


But yet, they smiled.


They gave her warm looks of love, of kindness.


Dash realized that Pinkie wasn't by her side anymore and she became more nervous… scared. This whole moment didn't make sense.


Death was never beautiful… death was only one thing,


The end.


Her hoofs walked on the ground with weak steps… ponies surrounding both of her sides… all with smiles and then she saw Twilight walk past her, tired, worn and the two didn't say a word, their eyes the only things meeting as they past each other, .


Everythng seeming unreal.


She reached the door of her destination and stood at it, taking a deep breath… but it hurt her to say that goodbye.


Those words were used so often to not mean anything… but now, they meant the world.


She pushed opened the door softly and heard a weak voice say,


"…h-hey..."


She looked up slowly to see who it was, expecting it was only her imagination but instead saw a pony looking at her… her lips smiling weakly.


Dash just stared at her slowly… looking at those green eyes she hadn't seen in days.


The horse was still lying in a bed… weak… feeble… a body worn out that had expected itself to be buried two feet in the ground by now but was breathing air, beating blood… looking in sight at the blue Pegasus that stood at the door, just staring at it in disbelief.


Rainbowdash turned her eyes quickly to the ground… an angel was in her presence… a fallen angel that hadn't made it up to heaven yet but froze when she heard the pony say,


"Rainbow…"


How was this real…


Was this all a dream? A pretend memory coming to life.


And she only whispered back in response.


"I thought I lost you…"


The sun shining in and making the room as bright as day.


XXXX


She woke up… she had just had a terrible dream, a dream that made her cry as she lay there in that bed… her heart beating in fear that it could've been real and only felt hoofs hug her as a orange pony held her tight.


It had been so long since that day but it was still clear in her mind.


"What's wrong…?" Applejack asked tiredly, but whenever Rainbowdash stirred it woke her and Dash just looked at her in tears.


She tried to wipe them away… everything was okay … Applejack was still with her but she had to tell her… she had to tell her whenever she had that dream.


"I dreamt you were in that hospital bed again…" she whispered "and t-they pulled your plug."


Applejack sighed, hugging the weak Pegasus beside her as they lay there in her bed… a night so dark outside with rain pitta patting on the ground.


"But it wasn't real." She said trying to reassure her, "It was only a dream…"


"But it was real to m-me…" Rainbow only whispered, feeling the warmth of Applejack's fur, the beauty of her love and the memories of when Applejack had lay there dying,


"And I keep dreaming it… and it keeps scaring me."


"But you shouldn't be scared… it's the past, it's gone. Just keep looking into the future." Applejack replied kissing her on the cheek and Rainbow Dash only sat up in the dark… a storm brewing outside and she shook her head in fear,


"That's what worries me more…" she said scared, "I can't see the future." She looked at her love on the bed, "And I can't know if tomorrow you'll be still here."


Applejack only looked at her in worry now… she did not like hearing those melancholy thoughts… they were such sadness… Rainbow Dash had such fear in her heart since that day so long ago that even though they were together alive in this moment, the Pegasus would always wait for that moment to come when she would die… and leave Dash like she had nearly done.


She had to tell her.


"I never told you why,"


The Pegasus only grew quiet as she looked down at Applejack with scared eyes.


Applejack sat up beside her, hugging her against her as she began… began from what she remembered.


"I was with them in this white place…" she said in soft words "the sun shone so bright it was hard to see but I knew who they were."


Rainbow Dash only had a tear slip down her cheek as she was held in AJ's hoofs.


"They said I could stay with them… that it was my time."


Applejack didn't want to say this… a memory that was so foggy now after the months that had gone by but continued weakly.


"But I looked around… I looked around and saw so many faces in the light…"


Dash seemed to stiffen as she listened to her speak in such soft words… something Pinkie had never mentioned.


"I saw my parents…" Applejack continued weakly, stroking the rainbow mane softly "I-I saw… my foal…" she said and finally looked into those pink eyes, making sure she was in her sight.


"And I saw…" she smiled, "I saw you…"


Dash looked at her quietly, listening… the only sound was the rain outside.


"And I knew I couldn't leave you… so I came back."


"What…?" she whispered,


"Rainbow…" Applejack said looking her quietly in the eyes, her face in happiness, "The only pony that will be ever leaving is you… because," she smiled with watery eyes, "Because I can't die without you."


The two sat there in each other's hoofs… just looking into the other's eyes and Rainbow Dash finally said,


Her voice scared.


"How do you know..?"


She only felt AJ's lips touch hers… the two kissing in the dark, rain pouring outside and finally Applejack pulled away with a smile.


"I just do."


"Can I ask you one thing," Dash said a little afraid, and Applejack looked at her in love, "Was this planned… did this all just happen by accident? I don't understand." She whispered looking at AJ completely out of her depth "I haven't understood since that storm… how I fell in love with you."


Lightning lit up the sky outside as it thundered down and the two just looked at each other in silence.


A night like this so many months ago… a night where they shared a bed in fear and Applejack only smiled as she said,


"You know Rainbow... I've been thinkin' about what you said."


Dash looked at her confused,


"When you said we were more than sisters… I think I know what we are."


Dash smiled at her… realising now what she was talking about and replied,


"I think I know what we are too…"


"I can't wait to get to know you," Applejack said with a grin and Dash only smiled larger.


"Dido…"


Applejack reached Dash's head toward her and they kissed… laying back on the bed, the blankets wrapping around them and Rainbowdash only whispered, as she was held in Aj's hoofs.


"...promise you'll never leave me?"


Applejack looked at her with soft eyes… staring into Dash's and said with a voice that was beauty to Rainbow's ears.


"Only if you do..."


The two falling asleep in one another's hoofs, the rain falling outside… the pain that once was long ago.


The past was gone, the future yet to come but this moment,


It would last forever...


The End.